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Devolional From Charles Slpargeon

“Them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.”
1 Thessalonians 4:14

Let us not imagine that the soul sleeps in insensibility. “Today
shalt thou be with me in paradise,” is the whisper of Christ to
every dying saint. They “sleep in Jesus,” but their souls are
before the throne of God, praising him day and night in his
temple, singing hallelujahs to him who washed them from their
sins in his blood. The body sleeps in its lonely bed of earth,
beneath the coverlet of grass. But what is this sleep? The idea
connected with sleep is “rest,” and that is the thought which the
Spirit of God would convey to us. Sleep makes each night a
Sabbath for the day. Sleep shuts fast the door of the soul, and
bids all intruders tarry for a while, that the life within may enter its
summer garden of ease. The toil-worn believer quietly sleeps, as
does the weary child when it slumbers on its mother's breast.
Oh! happy they who die in the Lord; they rest from their labours,
and their works do follow them. Their quiet repose shall never be
broken until God shall rouse them to give them their full reward.
Guarded by angel watchers, curtained by eternal mysteries, they
sleep on, the inheritors of glory, till the fulness of time shall bring
the fulness of redemption. What an awaking shall be theirs! They
were laid in their last resting place, weary and worn, but such
they shall not rise. They went to their rest with the furrowed brow,
and the wasted features, but they wake up in beauty and glory.
The shrivelled seed, so destitute of form and comeliness, rises
from the dust a beauteous flower. The winter of the grave gives
way to the spring of redemption and the summer of glory.
Blessed is death, since it, through the divine power, disrobes us
of this work-day garment, to clothe us with the wedding garment
of incorruption. Blessed are those who “sleep in Jesus.”

News Bites

Pastor facing Execution

A young pastor of Iran's largest house church
movement has told an Iranian court he will not
"recant" his faith in Christ despite facing
execution for abandoning Islam. Pastor
Youcef Nadarkhani of the Church of Iran was
asked by the Gilan provincial court in the city
of Rasht to "repent". “Repent means to return.
What should I return to? To the blasphemy
that | had before my faith in Christ?” the 34-
year-old church leader asked. When the court
told him to return “to the religion of your
ancestors, Islam” Nadarkhani replied: “I can
not.”

Pastor Attacked

A group of anti-Christians, eager for blood,
brutally attacked a Gospel for Asia-supported
missionary with swords and other weapons.
Bashuda is currently in critical condition and
desperately needs prayer. Please pray that
the Lord will miraculously heal Pastor
Bashuda of his injuries, bringing glory to His
powerful name. Pray also for his attackers,
that they will come to know the redeeming
love of Christ.
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Courageous the Movie- You may still
purchase advance tickets for Courageous at a
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“In reality, everything that is truly precious
to us as Christians is in heaven. The Father
is there (Matt. 6:9). Jesus Himself is at the
Father's right hand (Heb. 9:24). Many
brothers and sisters in Christ are there, too
(Heb. 12:23). Our names are recorded

there (Luke 10:20). This is our inheritance
(1 Pet. 1:4). Our citizenship is in heaven
(Phil. 3:20). Our eternal reward is in heaven
(Matt. 5:12). In other words, everything we
should love everlastingly, everything we
rightly value, everything of any eternal
worth is in heaven.”

- John MacArthur (1939)

If Noah really cared
about people, he'd stop
building that silly Ark and use
his money to help the
needy!
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Thankfully, Noah cared enough for people

that he did build the Ark.



