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Devolional From Charles S,pargeon

“O Lord, thou hast pleaded
the causes of my soul.”
Lamentations 3:58

Observe how positively the prophet speaks. He doth not say, ‘|
hope, | trust, | sometimes think, that God hath pleaded the
causes of my soul;” but he speaks of it as a matter of fact not to
be disputed. “Thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul.” Let us,
by the aid of the gracious Comforter, shake off those doubts and
fears which so much mar our peace and comfort. Be this our
prayer, that we may have done with the harsh croaking voice of
surmise and suspicion, and may be able to speak with the clear,
melodious voice of full assurance. Notice how gratefully the
prophet speaks, ascribing all the glory to God alone! You
perceive there is not a word concerning himself or his own
pleadings. He doth not ascribe his deliverance in any measure to
any man, much less to his own merit; but it is “thou™—“O Lord,
thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed
my life.” A grateful spirit should ever be cultivated by the
Christian; and especially after deliverances we should prepare a
song for our God. Earth should be a temple filled with the songs
of grateful saints, and every day should be a censor smoking
with the sweet incense of thanksgiving. How joyful Jeremiah
seems to be while he records the Lord’s mercy. How
triumphantly he lifts up the strain! He has been in the low
dungeon, and is even now no other than the weeping prophet;
and yet in the very book which is called “Lamentations,” clear as
the song of Miriam when she dashed her fingers against the
tabor, shrill as the note of Deborah when she met Barak with
shouts of victory, we hear the voice of Jeremy going up to
heaven—‘Thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast
redeemed my life.” O children of God, seek after a vital
experience of the Lord’s lovingkindness, and when you have fit,
speak positively of it; sing gratefully; shout triumphantly.

News Bites

Christian dies in Jail

A Christian accused of blasphemy died in a
Pakistan prison from a treatable disease after
he was denied medical care. The autopsy
indicated that Aslam Masih died from Dengue
virus, but he was denied treatment by prison
officials. Masih was arrested in early 2010
after two members of an Islamic missionary
group falsely accused him of blasphemy;
Masih was initially released on lack of
evidence, but was later re-arrested after
pressure from local Muslims.

Christian Decapitated

After an extensive search, Christians in the
Bakool region of southwestern Somalia
discovered the decapitated body of kidnapped
Christian Juma Naradin Kamil. Kamil's body
reportedly bore the marks of an execution by
the Muslim terrorist group al-Shabab. It is
usual for al-Shabab to decapitate those they
suspect to have embraced the Christian faith,
or sympathizers of Western ideals,” a local
Christian said. “Our brother accepted the
Christian faith three years ago and was
determined in his faith in God. We greatly
miss him.”

é{ﬁdoming T/ﬁngs...
Courageous the Movie- You may purchase
advance tickets for Courageous today until
September 28th at a discounted price of $5
each.
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“You will find all true theology summed up
in these two short sentences: Salvation is
all of the grace of God. Damnation is all of
the will of man.”

-C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892)

“God requires satisfaction because He is
holiness, but He makes satisfaction
because He is love.”

-A.H. Strong (1836-1921)
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