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Note v.22 = This verse and its surrounding ones give a telling picture of 
the vile state that Israel had come to.  What leads a group to such a state 
but the continual hardening of hearts toward the Lord's truths?  Romans 
1:24,26,28 all speak of the Lord giving people up or surrendering people 
"to uncleanness, in the lust of their hearts" (Romans 1:24); "to vile pas-
sions" (Romans 1:26); and "to do those things which are not fitting; be-
ing filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covet-
ousness, maliciousness, full of envy..." (Romans 1:28-29).  I ask again: 
what leads a group to such a state?  Romans 1:21-22 states, “…although 
they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 
became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”  
This verse lets us know that not honoring God or giving Him thanks is 
the beginning of a violent sliding into this vileness that we witness here 
in Judges 19.  Romans 1:21 also adds that not honoring or giving God 
thanks leads to becoming futile (vain or worldly) in one's thoughts.  This 
describes the men we read about perfectly.  The men of this city had defi-
nitely been given over to uncleanness and to the lust in their hearts.  
Christian, take to heart that the removal of God's grace for just a moment 
would throw any of us into a dangerous downward spiral of sin.  Chances 
are, some of us might right now be under the strangle-hold of sin de-
scribed for us in Romans 1.  You might be asking:  How do I get out of 
this?  Romans 1:21 is a great place to start.  Honor God!  Humble your-
self and ask to be delivered from your vile sin.  He's the only One who 
can save you.  Give Him thanks!  Thank God for His mercy and grace 
that He so abundantly gives in Jesus Christ.  

The Levite and His Concubine
The Levite and his girlfriend had already dismissed God’s commandment 
against adultery, which reflects God’s commitment in loving faithfulness 
to His people. That is not an arbitrary restriction, but an expression of the 
nature of true love, which is grounded in God’s own character. Because 
human beings are made in God’s image, we can only function properly 
and find true fulfillment and security when we obey His ground rules. 
Once these are set aside we become depersonalized and less than truly 
human. All our sin is a self-inflicted attack on our true humanness. It is, 
therefore, no surprise to find that in a society where God’s moral law of 
love is rejected, the gift of sex—designed by Him to enrich and deepen 
the exclusive relationship of one man and one woman as an expression of 
their total self-giving to one another—is reduced to becoming an end in 
itself. Love then becomes equated with sex. The physical dominates eve-
rything, and human beings are reduced to pleasure machines. No wonder 
it is easy to walk away from one “machine” when its attractions begin to 
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pall, and go on to the next. But human beings are not infinitely plastic. 
God has not made us that way. No one can walk away from the deepest 
act of physical union between two people totally unchanged by it. That is 
why we see so many people, who drift in and out of relationships, who 
are ultimately unable to give themselves to any lasting relationship of 
trust and commitment at all. There is a price to pay for jettisoning God’s 
laws—emotionally, psychologically, and physically.” (Jackman, D., & 
Ogilvie, L. J. Vol. 7: The Preacher's Commentary Series, Judges, Ruth. 
Page 276. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Inc)
Note vs.10-12 = Jebus, which at the time of this account was Jerusalem, 
was not inhabited by the children of Israel.  This was the case because the 
children of Israel could not drive out the Jebusites from the city and even 
more so, the Jebusites drove the Israelites away from the city and into the 
hills surrounding it.  We know the importance of this city.  God would 
later cause His presence to dwell there in the temple of Solomon and the 
city would then become a picture of Christ in that it would be the central 
place of worship for the people.  Christ, being pictured by the city, is the 
only way to the Father.  It is crucial to understand that this place could 
not be taken by Israel during their campaign under Joshua because the 
Jebusites were a rugged bunch of warriors and because Jerusalem was a 
naturally fortified city having deep valleys on three sides.  We must pon-
der on the possibility that the reason they could not overthrow the city at 
the time of their conquest was because God didn't want them to just yet.  
Maybe this city, being the center of worship for the Jews would be a city 
that God saw as one that would require a great amount of faith to over-
take.  Under David, the city was eventually taken and this fact adds to the 
picture for us of faith being the only way to truly worship the Lord.  
David is definitely a picture of Christ and Christ died in order to conquer 
death and to bring each one of us into righteous worship of the Father in 
heaven.  Christ overtook  the gates of hell so that by faith we might also 
be victors over death and be joint-heirs with Christ in heaven.  It is a 
splendid thing that today, we must fight to worship the Lord.  All kinds 
of rugged warriors of the spiritual type stand in our path as we press for-
ward in faith into true worship of our King.  Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 
10:3-6: "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; and hav-
ing in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled.” Amen. 
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Jebus = The Jebusite city, a former name of Jerusalem (Jos_18:16; 
Jos_18:28; Jdg_19:10-11; 1Ch_11:4-5). Jebus in Hebrew means a trod-
den place, as a threshing floor, namely, the dry rock, the S.W. hill, the 
modern, "Zion," not mount Moriah, the city of Solomon, in the center of 
which was a perennial spring. But the name is probably older than He-
brew times. In haughty self security the Jebusites fancied that "the blind 
and lame" would suffice to defend their fortress, so strong was its posi-
tion, shut in by deep valleys on three sides. The Judaeans and Benjamites 
occupying the N. side, which was lower ground, ever since the death of 
Joshua (Jos_15:8; Jos_15:63; Jdg_1:8; Jdg_1:21), had been heretofore 
unable to gain the Jebusite citadel, such is the characteristic bravery of 
mountaineers. (Fausset's Bible Dictionary)

A Society Where God is Not
"A society that reduces love to lust will not long have any residual re-
spect for human life. Other people become mere objects. Human life is 
expendable and cheap, so a baby in the womb becomes “the fetus”; “it,” 
not he or she. And a woman has a right to choose to do away with it if it 
is inconvenient. If old people increase in number and become a drain on 
the state, then let the state’s medically approved agents “put them out of 
their misery.” Abortions and euthanasia “on demand” are symptoms of 
the same disease that surfaces in rape, crimes of violence, and the mental 
cruelty, petty tyrannies, and personal violence that characterize so many 
homes. We must not be surprised to find child abuse, incest, robbery with 
violence, and murders increasing. “If God is dead,” said Nietzsche, “then 
everything is permitted.” It’s all perfectly logical. So the Christian re-
sponse which simply wrings its hands in despair, or washes them in res-
ignation, is unworthy of followers of Christ. We have grown far too sen-
timental about evil in our cozy Christian ghettoes. Cushioned from its 
effects through the Christian heritage and capital on which the church in 
the West has lived for decades, we have somehow imagined ourselves 
and our churches to be immune from sin’s ravages. We have believed the 
liberal humanists, who tell us that man is getting better and kinder, with-
out reminding us that all such advances have had Christian foundations 
and impetus. We often seem surprised, if not overwhelmed, when we en-
counter evil head-on, because we do not really believe the Bible’s teach-
ing about human depravity and about our own hearts." (Jackman, D., & 
Ogilvie, L. J. Vol. 7: The Preacher's Commentary Series, Judges, Ruth. 
Formerly The Communicator's Commentary. Page 277. Nashville, Ten-
nessee: Thomas Nelson Inc)
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Judges 20 Notes 
Note v.1 = "Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation 
was gathered together as one man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, with 
the land of Gilead, unto the LORD in Mizpeh." In this chapter, we find a 
good example of the Lord's people coming together in one accord under 
the Kingship of the Lord to be guided not by human wisdom but God's 
wisdom.  (See also verse 11--"...knit together as one man.")
Note v.15-16 = Gibeah inhabited 700 chosen men; left-handed; every 
one could sling stones at a hair's breadth, and not miss.  These men were 
the “special forces” of the Benjamites.  As we see, they were an elite 
force to be reckoned with.
Note v.18 = "…‘and said which of us shall go up first to the battle 
against the children of Benjamin?’ There being no supreme magistrate, 
judge, or general, to lead them; they did not ask whether they should go 
to war or no with their brethren; they made no doubt of that, taking it for 
granted they had sufficient reason for so doing, and that it was according 
to the will of God; nor did they inquire whether they should be victorious 
or not, they made no doubt of being victorious, both from their superior 
numbers, and the justness of their cause; they only inquire who should 
lead them on, having no general; and this they might do, to prevent any 
contentions among them about being precedence.” (John Gill's Exposi-
tion of the Entire Bible)
Note vs. 20,22,30 = "put themselves in array" = "formed a line of battle 
again facing their enemy, inviting to another battle, and bidding defi-
ance" (John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible)
Note v.48 = There is a severe thoroughness in the manner in which the 
children of Israel deal with their sinful brethren, the Benjamites.  We can 
learn from this concerning dealing with sin in our own lives today.  It is a 
must that sin be dealt with finally and severely when the Lord makes it 
known to us of its existence and then gives us direction in dealing with it!

Judges 21 Notes 
Note v.2-5 = "[T]he people came to the house of God, . . . and lifted up 
their voices, and wept sore.”  The characteristic fickleness of the Israel-
ites was not long in being displayed; for scarcely had they cooled from 
the fierceness of their sanguinary vengeance, than they began to relent 
and rushed to the opposite extreme of self-accusation and grief at the 
desolation which their impetuous zeal had produced. Their victory sad-
dened and humbled them. Their feelings on the occasion were expressed 
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by a public and solemn service of expiation at the house of God. And yet 
this extraordinary observance, though it enabled them to find vent for 
their painful emotions, did not afford them full relief, for they were fet-
tered by the obligation of a religious vow, heightened by the addition of a 
solemn anathema on every violator of the oath. There is no previous re-
cord of this oath; but the purport of it was, that they would treat the per-
petrators of this Gibeah atrocity in the same way as the Canaanites, who 
were doomed to destruction; and the entering into this solemn league was 
of a piece with the rest of their inconsiderate conduct in this whole af-
fair." (Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary)
Note v.10 = "Go and smite:  As they had sworn to destroy those who 
would not assist in the war (Jdg_21:5), they determined to destroy the 
men of Jabesh, and to leave none except the virgins; and to give these to 
the 600; Benjamites who had escaped to the rock of Rimmon.  The whole 
account is dreadful.  The crime of the men of Gibeah was of the deepest 
dye; the punishment involving both the guilty and innocent, was ex-
tended to the most criminal excess, and their mode of remedying the evil 
they had occasioned was equally abominable. Jdg_21:5, Jdg_5:23; 
Deu_13:15; Jos_7:24; 1Sa_11:7, 1Sa_15:3" (Treasury of Scripture 
Knowledge)
Note v.21 = "‘And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out 
to dance in dances ...’ As they used to do at this festival, not along with 
men, but by themselves; and so might the more easily be taken and car-
ried off; and though only males were obliged to appear from all parts at 
this feast, yet females might come if they would; and, no doubt, from 
neighbouring places, at least many did; however, the daughters of Shiloh, 
who dwelt where the tabernacle was, these always attended the feast with 
demonstrations of joy, and among the rest with dancing, and that as ex-
pressive of spiritual and religious joy, as in the case of Miriam, and the 
Israelitish women, Exo_15:20 and as in latter times the most religious 
men used to express their joy at this feast; now the two hundred men in 
the vineyards, which lay near the field where these virgins used to dance 
at this time, were to watch and observe when they came out of the city 
thither, and were engaged in such an exercise:
‘then come ye out of the yards, and catch you every man his wife of the 
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin;’ they are directed to 
rush out at once upon them, as they were dancing, secure, as they 
thought, from molestation and danger; and they were to take everyone 
one, not more, and go off directly with them to their own tribe.” (John 
Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible)


