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The Return of the Ark to Israel...1 Samuel 6:13

1 Samuel 1-12

September 28th — October 4th, 2006

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete,

If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at
iim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com

thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Ti 3:16-17)
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Daily Bible Study

Sunday, October 1, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 6-7

Questions to Ponder

In this section of scripture, we see a type of reconciliation take place
between the Lord (as He moves back into the land by way of the ark
of the covenant) and by the people of Israel (as they are guided by the
Lord through Samuel). What are the actions we see God taking in
these two chapters? What are the actions of Israel? What are the
actions of Samuel?

In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul teaches that God has reconciled us to
Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ. How can what we see here in
chapters 6 and 7 be a picture of our being reconciled to God through
Christ? Who does Samuel represent in this passage for the people of
Israel?

Take a moment and read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Through Jesus
Christ, we are reconciled to God. But that is not the end of the story
for us. According to this passage in 2 Corinthians 5, what is our
renewed relationship with God through Christ supposed to produce in
and through us?

What is your relationship with God through Christ producing in and
through you today? Can you say along with Paul that through your
life God is beckoning to others that they be reconciled (or made one)
with God through faith in Christ? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study

Monday, October 2, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 8

ion nder

. In this chapter, we get to witness the beginning of a significant

change for the people Israel. God had originally set their
government up to center on Himself as the Source of everything.
Now the people have opted to press God for a human king — one like
the nations around them had. In this chapter, what is the Lord’s
warning to the people concerning the king he would give? What
details does the Lord give concerning this coming king?

Obviously God’s best in this situation would have been for the
people to acknowledge Him as the center of the nation and on the
throne of their hearts. So why do you think He allows the people to
have what is less than the best for their lives?

We find the people of Israel in danger of passing up God’s best for
their lives for what they see as better than what they already have.
Can you think of another instance in Scripture when a person or a
group passed up God’s best for what they thought to be better?

Can you think of a time when you chose something less than God’s
best for your life? What happened? How did or how has it turned
out? Today, is there an opportunity laid before you that might be
less than God’s best? From what we read of in these two chapters,
how might you choose with your current choice or future choices?




Daily Bible Study

Tuesday, September 12, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 9-10

Questions to Ponder

. These two chapters record for us the anointing of Saul, Israel’s first
king. Take a moment to write out all of the characteristics of Saul
that you can find in this section of scripture. From what you read of
here, would you say that he has a promising future? Explain.

. Throughout the Bible we find that good beginnings do not guarantee
good endings. Can you think of a few examples of people who
might have begun well with the Lord, but ended poorly? On the
other hand, can you think of any that truly ended well?

. Most people begin their Christian lives on fire for the Lord and full
of great ideas as to what the Lord will use them to do. Sadly though,
most become burned out or, even worse, turn away altogether from
the path laid before them in Christ. Why do you think that is?

. Even with safeguards in place, the path is too tough for us to endure
alone. Absolute surrender to Christ alone can assure a strong finish
of the race laid before us. Today, do you find yourself surrendered
to the Lord’s leading or might you be headed down your own path?
Explain.




Note v.2 = “it was there twenty years”
Most likely, it was twenty years before Samuel called the assembly
at Mizpah (v. 5). The ark remained at Kirjath Jearim for about a
hundred years [seventy to one hundred]. It was taken there just after
the battle of Aphek around 1104 b.c. and remained there until
David brought it to Jerusalem in his first year as king over all Is-
rael, around 1003 b.c. (see 2 Sam. 5:5; 6:1).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.3 = If you return, put away, prepare, serve; then the Lord
will deliver
Note v.4 = “So the children of Israel put away the Baals and
Ashteroths, and served the Lord only.”

1 Samuel 8 Notes
Joel = “Jehovah is God”
Abijah = “Jehovah is (my) father”
Note v.3 = “But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside
after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.”

Note v.6 = “So Samuel prayed to the Lord.”

Note vs. 10-18 = It is worthy of noting the repetition of the words
he and his in this description of Israel’s future king. Samuel here is
obediently setting before the children of Israel all that the Lord has
revealed to him about their desired king. This was never to be the
way God desired Israel’s government system to be. However, be-
cause of the desire of the people to be like all the other nations of
the world, the Lord granted their wish and gave them everything
they wanted in Saul — a man just like them to rule over them. How
sad it is to realize that in our lives we fall at times to the desire to
follow a person over God. It is the easy thing to do in that it re-
quires absolutely no faith. But this is not God’s way. God has
wired each of us to worship him alone. No man will ever be able to
carry our burdens or lead us in such a way that brings ultimate
peace and abundant life. God desires us to love him with all we
have and to surrender to Him who can kill both our flesh and our
soul instead of man, who is limited by time and space.

The King of Israel
W as it God's will for Israel to have a king? Certainly it was, for
God had indicated that the kingship was part of His plan for Israel
in a number of prophecies (Gen. 49:10; Num. 24:17; Deut. 17:14).
Although kingship for them was not wrong in itself, the way the
15




Israelites were demanding it was wrong. The people clearly stated
their motives for wanting a king. First, they wanted to follow the
practices of the neighboring nations (8:5). Second, they wanted a
king to lead them into battles (8:20). Both motives amounted to a
rejection of the God of Israel as their King (8:7). The Lord had
demonstrated on numerous occasions that He would fight the Isra-
elites' battles. From the miraculous collapse of Jericho's walls
(Josh. 6:20) to Gideon's rout of the massive Midianite army (Judg.
7:19), God had delivered His people again and again from their
enemies. Why did they need a king now to lead them into battles?

What is more, God had given the people His Word, the prophets,
and the judges to guide them. But as the tragic history of Judges
demonstrates, the people ignored God's guidance and followed the
practices of their neighbors (Judg. 3:7). Now, once again, the peo-
ple were following their neighbors instead of the living God and the
Word He had given them. Although Samuel clearly communicated
God's warning to the people, they stubbornly preferred their will to
God's.

In the end, God allowed the Israelites to have what they wanted.
He gave them a king like those of the other nations. The tall and
handsome Saul would have been the perfect choice for a king. But
through Saul's tragic reign, God taught the Israelites that they
needed a king who was not like the kings of the other nations. They
needed a king who would obey God's word instead of following his
own will-a king who would trust in God instead of himself. In the
shadow of Saul's mistakes, God trained young David to walk in His
ways so that He could eventually lead the nation in righteousness.

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.

1 Samuel 9 Notes
Note v.2 = “a choice and handsome son”
Saul means "Asked For." Choice suggests that Saul was in the
prime of manhood. Both his physical stature-taller than any-and
personal appearance-handsome-were striking. Saul was endowed
with what seemed to be great potential for leadership and service.
In these respects, Saul was a king like those of "all the na-
tions" (8:5).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.16 = “commander over My people Israel”
the leader, ruler, and governor of them; to which high office he was
to be appointed by pouring oil upon him, and was the first king on
1 6whom this ceremony was performed, and from whence he was



called the Lord's anointed (John Gill’s Exposition on the Entire Bi-
ble)
Note v.21 = Saul’s humble reply
Saul sounds a great deal like Gideon in this verse. He sounds very
humble. Gideon said, “... Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Is-
rael? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in
my father’s house” (Jud. 6:15). Gideon was saying, “You can’t get
any smaller than I am.” Gideon was telling the truth. He was a cow-
ard and frightened to death. Israel was at war and badly outnum-
bered. Saul had no reason to be afraid. Israel was not at war. He had
been out looking for his father’s longeared donkeys that had already
been found. His mission was accomplished. The point is that there
was nothing to prompt a speech like he gave. I personally feel that
his was a false humility. I think Saul felt very much like he was the
one who could be king.
McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson:
Nashville

1 Samuel 10 Notes

Saul could not understand how a man like him could lead the nation
of Israel, so God gave him a series of “signs” to assure him for his
new responsibilities.
A leader must trust God to solve problems (vv. 1-2), to provide
needs (vv. 3—4), and to give the power needed for service (vv. 5-7).
He must know how to hear God’s Word and wait obediently on the
Lord (v. 8). Saul began his ministry in the strength of these assur-
ances, but as time went on, he trusted more and more in himself and
rebelled against God’s Word.
His modesty in saying nothing about the kingdom (v. 16) and his
self-control in not answering his critics (v. 27) are commendable,
but what about his hiding on coronation day? Was he genuinely
humble, or was he unwilling to take responsibility? This much is
sure: he did a great deal of “hiding” in the years of his leadership,
but God found him out. As the book of Proverbs warns, “He who
covers his sins will not prosper” (28:13).

Wiersbe, W. W. 1997, ¢1991. With the word Bible

commentary . Thomas Nelson: NashvilleWord

Study
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Word Focus
king

(Heb. melek) (10:24; Deut. 17:14) Strong's 4428: The term king
may describe a petty ruler of a small city (Josh. 10:3) or a monarch
of a vast empire (Esth. 1:1). An ancient king's jurisdiction included
the military (8:20), the economy (1 Kin. 10:26), international diplo-
macy (1 Kin. 5:1), and the legal system (2 Sam. 8:15). He also
functioned as a spiritual leader (2 Kin. 23:1), although Israel's kings
were prohibited from some priestly functions (13:9). The Bible pre-
sents David as an example of the righteous king who set his heart
on faithfully serving God (Acts 13:22). God's promise to give
David an everlasting kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16) has been fulfilled in
Jesus Christ, whose human ancestry is through the royal family of
David (Luke 2:4).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.9 = “So it was, when he had turned his back to go from
Samuel, that God game him another heart; and all those signs came
to pass that day.” The Lord confirmed every sign that the prophet
Samuel had laid before Saul in order to confirm that Saul’s anoint-
ing was genuine.
Note v.19 = “But you have rejected your God...”
Note v.22 = “There he is, hidden among the equipment.”

1 Samuel 11 Notes
Note v.1 = “Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you.”
Note v.6 = “Then the Spirit of God came upon him when he heard
this news, and his anger was greatly aroused.”
Note v.14 = “Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom
there.”

1 Samuel 12 Notes
This is Samuel’s swan song, his final speech. He was a remarkable
man, and he was now succeeded by Saul. Although Israel’s choice
was a king rather than God, He would still bless the people if they
would obey. That is evident. Saul was king, and God would give
him every opportunity.
McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson:
Nashville
Note v.3 = “Here [ am.”
18




This is quite a statement for a man to make who had been before
the public eye for so many years, and who had been a judge. He had
had many opportunities to become rich but had not yielded to the
temptation. Samuel is one of the outstanding men of the Word of
God—yet he was a failure as a father. Many public men are like
that. Many popular Christian leaders have had children who were
failures. It is difficult to understand, but that is the way the human
family has been moving down through the centuries and millenni-
ums of the past.
Samuel said that if he had done any of the things he had mentioned
to any of the people, he would restore it. It would have been easy
for some men who had been miffed at one of Samuel’s decisions to
step out and say, “Well, you certainly were not fair with me.” But
nobody stepped out.
McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson:
Nashville
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Notes from Explore the Book
The First Book of Samuel
“This “First Book of Samuel” heads what have been called the
three “double books” of the Old Testament—1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and
2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles. These three double books books to-
gether form a complete section. They record the rise and fall of the
Israelite monarchy.”

In the Hebrew manuscripts, 1 and 2 Samuel form but one book,
as also do 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles. Their division
into two books each, as we now have them, originates with the so-
called Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek,
said to have been made in the third century B.C. In the Septuagint,
1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings are called, respectively, the First,
Second, Third and Fourth Books of the Kingdoms (the plural word
“Kingdoms” meaning two kingdoms, Judah and Israel). The Latin
Vulgate—Jerome’s famous translation of the entire Bible into
Latin, in the fourth century A.D.—continues the Septuagint divi-
sion of Samuel and Kings into two books each, but calls them the
First, Second, Third and Fourth Books of the Kings (not King-
doms). It is from this that there came the sub-titles to these four
books in our Authorized Version. As will have been noticed, under
the title: “The First Book of Samuel,” it says, “Otherwise called
the The First Book of the Kings.” 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings are
similarly sub-titled. In the Revised Version, however, these sub-
titles are dropped.

The present division into 1 and 2 Samuel has been decried by
some scholars; yet undoubtedly it has much merit. Second Samuel
is distinctively the book of David’s forty years’ reign; and it was
well that such an epochal reign should be marked off, and given a
book to itself. As for this First Book of Samuel, it equally clearly
marks off a definite period, running from the birth of Samuel, the
last of the Judges, to the death of Saul, the first of the Kings. It
covers a period of about one hundred and fifteen years.

For sheer interest, 1 Samuel is unsurpassed. Not only does it
recount eventful history; it is eventful history interwoven with the
biographies of three colourful personalities—Samuel, Saul, David :
and it is around these three that the chapters are grouped; thus—

Chapters 1 to7  —Samuel.
Chapters 8 to 15 —Saul.

20 Chapters 16 to 31 —David.



Of course, the three accounts overlap. Samuel lives well on into
the reign of Saul, and also sees David rise to prominence; while
Saul continues his reign until David is thirty years old. Yet it is
none the less true that 1 Samuel is grouped as we have just indi-
cated. In the first seven chapters Samuel is the prominent figure.
In the next eight chapters all focuses on Saul, and Samuel is in the
background. In the remaining chapters, although Saul is still reign-
ing, there is no mistaking that the main attention is now on David.

Central Feature and Message
In the case of 1 Samuel there is really no need to burden our-
selves with a detailed analysis. Fix it well in the mind—and the
memory will easily retain it—that 1 Samuel is the book of the tran-
sition from the theocracy to the monarchy; and the book of the
three remarkable men—Samuel, the /ast of the Judges, Saul, the
first of the Kings, and David, the greatest of the kings.

If we remember this, we cannot easily forget the central spiritual
message of the book. God had called Israel into a unique relation-
ship with Himself; and God Himself was Israel’s King invisible.
Through disobedience the people had brought chastisement upon
themselves from time to time, but were willing to attribute much of
this, later, to the fact that they had no human and visible king, such
as the surrounding nations had: and now, at length, as Samuel ages,
and his sons prove perverse, the people make it the occasion to
press for a human king. The fateful choice is recorded in chapter 8
which should be read carefully. It was a retrograde step, dictated
merely by seeming expediency. It was the way of human wisdom,
not of faith in God. It was taking the lower level. It was a refusing
of God’s best, for the second best—and there is much difference
between the two.

The people thought it would solve their many problems, and
make things wonderfully easier, if only they could have a human
and visible king such as the neighbouring peoples had; but, alas,
they were quickly to learn how self-deceived they were in thinking
so, for new troubles were now to break upon them through the very
king they had demanded: and herein lies the central message of 1
Samuel to us, namely: Troubles increased through choosing the
seemingly easier but lower way of human wisdom, in preference to
God’s way—>by choosing less than God'’s best.
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God has His best things for the few
Who dare to stand the test;

God has His second choice for those
Who will not take His best.

It is not always open ill
That risks the promised rest;
The better often is the foe
That keeps us from the best.

And others make the highest choice,
But when by trials pressed,

They shrink, they yield, they shun the cross,
And so they lose the best.

—Baxter, J. Baxter, Explore the Book.

He Lowers to Raise

“The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich:he bringeth low, and
lifteth up.”1 Samuel 2:7

ALL my changes come from Him who never changes. If I had
grown rich, I should have seen His hand in it, and I should have
praised Him; let me equally see His hand if I am made poor, and let
me as heartily praise Him. When we go down in the world, it is of
the Lord, and so we may take it patiently: when we rise in the
world, it is of the Lord, and we may accept it thankfully. In any
case, the Lord hath done it, and it is well.

It seems that Jehovah’s way is to lower those whom He means to
raise, and to strip those whom He intends to clothe. If it is His way,
it is the wisest and best way. If [ am now enduring the bringing
low, I may well rejoice because I see in it the preface to the lifting
up. The more we are humbled by grace, the more we shall be ex-
alted in glory. That impoverishment which will be overruled for our
enrichment is to be welcomed.

O Lord, thou has taken me down of late and made me feel my in-
significance and sin. It is not a pleasant experience, but I pray thee
make it a profitable one to me. Oh, that thou wouldst thus fit me to
bear a greater weight of delight and of usefulness; and when I am
ready for it, then grant it to me, for Christ’s sake! Amen.
—Spurgeon, C.H., Faith’s Checkbook
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