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If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at
jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
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Thru the Scriptures 2006-08
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Ezra in Prayer... Ezra 9:5-10:1

Ezral-10
March 15th —21th, 2007

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,

that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Ti 3:16-17)
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Ezra

Author: Although Ezra is not specifically mentioned as
the author, he is certainly the best candidate. Jewish tradition
attributes the book to Ezra, and portions of the work (7:28—
9:15) are written in the first person, from Ezra’s point of
view.

Time: The Israclites were taken into exile in three
successive stages (605, 597, 586 b.c.), and they returned in
three stages. The First Return occurred under the leadership
of Zerubbabel (c. 538 b.c.). After considerable delay, this
return resulted in the rebuilding of the temple (c. 520-516
b.c.), encouraged by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah.

The Second Return led by Ezra occured in the seventh year
of Artaxerxes I (c. 458 b.c.).

The Thrid Return led by Nehemiah in the twentieth year of
Artaxerxes I (c. 444 b.c.).

Chronologically, the events of the book of Esther occur
during a ten-to-twelve-year period (483-473 b.c.) between
the first and second returns—before Ezra’s group
returned....interesting. ...

Theme: The basic theme of Ezra is restoration—the
restoration of the temple and the spiritual, moral, and social
restoration of the returned remnant in Jerusalem under the
leadership of Zerubbabel and Ezra. Both are undertaken
despite opposition and difficulty.

Keys: When Cyrus the Persian captured Babylon in 539
b.c., government controls on captive peoples were loosened
and the way was opened for exiled Judah to begin the return
to her homeland. The ascension and victory of Cyrus fulfilled
the prophecy of Isaiah 44:28—45:4.

Two to three million Jews were taken captive by Babylon.
How many returned? What percentage is that of those who
went into captivity? What lessons can you discover in this?



Daily Bible Study

Thursday, March 15, 2007
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Passage for today: Ezra 1-2

1on naer

1. In Ezra 1-2, what do we learn about the power of God to do what He
wants when He wants? What does the first chapter show us about the
Lord’s sovereignty over all the rulers of the world? We find in
chapter two that only 42,360 Jews initially returned to Judah. When
comparing that number to the millions who dwelt there before, what
does this say to us about how serious the Lord is about justice?

2. Take a look at Ezra 2:62-63. How serious were the people about
following the Lord’s will now that they were back? What do you
think it was that prompted their holiness? How might we apply this to
our lives today?

3. Today, How serious are you about living your life according to God’s
holiness? Does your life display your thankfulness to and humility]
before the God who set you free from captivity? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study

Friday, March 16, 2007

Passage for today: Ezra 3

ion nder

. Why did the people establish the offering of sacrifices before they

began the work on the temple? What do you think it must have been
like for them to experience all of God’s favor up to this point? After
the foundation for the temple was built, what was the reaction of the
people? Why did they react this way and how might this apply to us
today?

. In verse 3 we find that the people of Israel set up the altar and began

to sacrifice even though fear of the surrounding countries had come
upon them. What do you suppose it was that compelled them to offer
sacrifices even though they were afraid? Today, are there fears in
your life that are holding you back from offering yourself over to the
will of God (1 John 4:18)? Explain.

. Today, have you offered your life to the Lord as a living sacrifice,

holy and acceptable unto Him (Romans 12:1)? Do you find yourself
being fueled by Him to fulfill His will or are you striving to work out
something that you have calculated to be His will? Explain.
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. In what ways did the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin act to frustrate

. How do you think the people of Israel must have felt after seeing all

. Today, how do you see the enemy seeking to discourage, trouble or]

Daily Bible Study

Saturday, March 17, 2007

Passage for today: Ezra 4

ion nder

the work of building the temple? How might their tactics represent the
way our adversary, Satan, works against us? In what ways did the
people of Israel respond to their tactics? Did they do the right thing?
Explain.

the Lord had done and now having to stop their work? How might
these changes have affected their faith in the Lord? How would they
affect yours?

frustrate you in the work the Lord has called you to? Have you turned
to the Lord for encouragement and peace in the midst of it? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Sunday, March 18, 2007
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Passage for today: Ezra 5-6

1on naer

1. What four things work together for the people of Israel in restarting
the rebuilding of the temple of the Lord? How might this be a picture
for us as we seek to establish worship and advance the kingdom of
God in our own lives?

2. Look again at the actions of the Lord’s people that take place as a
result of the temple being finished. What attitude was in the hearts of
the people and from where did this attitude come? What can we learn
from this?

3. Today, can you say like the people of Israel said in Ezra 5:11, “[I am]
the servant of the God of heaven and earth”? Do your work and your
attitude show it? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study

Monday, March 19, 2007

Passage for today: Ezra 7

ion nder

. What qualities do we find in Ezra here in chapter 7?7 Why do you

suppose that God chose to use Ezra to lead His people back to
Jerusalem? What might we learn from him concerning being a person
that God can use?

. Take a moment to read and ponder verse 10. What would you say

Ezra’s main desire was in life? What three things did Ezra prepare his
heart to do concerning the Law of the Lord? How might Ezra’s
hunger and esteem for the Word challenge us and encourage us?

. Today, have your prepared your heart to study the Word of God?

Today, have you prepared your heart to do what it says? Today, have
you prepared your heart to share the Word of God? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Tuesday, March 20, 2007

Passage for today: Ezra 8

Questions to Ponder

. Based upon what we see here in chapter 8, how would you describe
Ezra? How might what we see of his life here challenge us and
encourage us as we seek to walk in all that the Lord has for us today?
What evidence of the Lord’s favor do you see in this chapter? Any
applications?

. In verses 21-23, why did Ezra proclaim a fast? What do you think
must have been in the hearts of the people before their long journey?
Why was this fast vital for them and how might we apply this to our
lives today?

. How often do you humble yourself before our God to seek from Him
“the right way for you and your little ones and all your possessions”?
Today, are you fully depending on Him to guide you and protect you
in your journey through this life and into the next? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Passage for today: Ezra 9-10

1on naer

. What sin does Ezra discover shortly after arriving in Jerusalem?
What might have been the outcome if this sin were not handled
swiftly and accurately? What was the process that Ezra and the
leaders went through in dealing with the sin? Any applications?

. Take a look at Ezra’s response to hearing of sin among the people.
What can we learn from his response? Do you feel this way about sin
in other believers? Should you? Explain. What do you think it must
have been like to be Ezra in this situation? Does he handle it rightly
and how might we apply this to our lives today as we seek to live holy
lives before the Lord?

. Today, are you yoked to the world in any way (2 Corinthians 7:14-
16)? Are you in need of rebuke and confrontation? Explain. Do you
know of a brother or sister in Christ who is in danger of yoking
themselves to the world? How is the Lord calling you to respond (1
John 5:15-17)?
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“Salt without prescribing how much.”
— Ezra 7:22
from Morning and Evening
by Charles Spurgeon

Salt was used in every offering made by fire unto the Lord, and
from its preserving and purifying properties it was the grateful
emblem of divine grace in the soul. It is worthy of our attentive
regard that, when Artaxerxes gave salt to Ezra the priest, he set no
limit to the quantity, and we may be quite certain that when the King
of kings distributes grace among his royal priesthood, the supply is
not cut short by him. Often are we straitened in ourselves, but never
in the Lord. He who chooses to gather much manna will find that he
may have as much as he desires. There is no such famine in
Jerusalem that the citizens should eat their bread by weight and
drink their water by measure. Some things in the economy of grace
are measured; for instance our vinegar and gall are given us with
such exactness that we never have a single drop too much, but of the
salt of grace no stint is made, “Ask what thou wilt and it shall be
given unto thee.” Parents need to lock up the fruit cupboard, and the
sweet jars, but there is no need to keep the salt-box under lock and
key, for few children will eat too greedily from that. A man may
have too much money, or too much honour, but he cannot have too
much grace. When Jeshurun waxed fat in the flesh, he kicked against
God, but there is no fear of a man’s becoming too full of grace: a
plethora of grace is impossible. More wealth brings more care, but
more grace brings more joy. Increased wisdom is increased sorrow,
but abundance of the Spirit is fulness of joy. Believer, go to the
throne for a large supply of heavenly salt. It will season thine
afflictions, which are unsavoury without salt; it will preserve thy
heart which corrupts if salt be absent, and it will kill thy sins even as
salt kills reptiles. Thou needest much; seek much, and have much.



Ezra 8:22

from Morning and Evening
by Charles Spurgeon

“For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and
horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had
spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them
for good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is against all them
that forsake him.” — Ezra 8:22

A convoy on many accounts would have been desirable for the
pilgrim band, but a holy shame-facedness would not allow Ezra to
seek one. He feared lest the heathen king should think his professions
of faith in God to be mere hypocrisy, or imagine that the God of
Israel was not able to preserve his own worshippers. He could not
bring his mind to lean on an arm of flesh in a matter so evidently of
the Lord, and therefore the caravan set out with no visible protection,
guarded by him who is the sword and shield of his people. It is to be
feared that few believers feel this holy jealousy for God; even those
who in a measure walk by faith, occasionally mar the lustre of their
life by craving aid from man. It is a most blessed thing to have no
props and no buttresses, but to stand upright on the Rock of Ages,
upheld by the Lord alone. Would any believers seek state
endowments for their Church, if they remembered that the Lord is
dishonoured by their asking Caesar’s aid? as if the Lord could not
supply the needs of his own cause! Should we run so hastily to
friends and relations for assistance, if we remembered that the Lord is
magnified by our implicit reliance upon his solitary arm? My soul,
wait thou only upon God. “But,” says one, “are not means to be
used?” Assuredly they are; but our fault seldom lies in their neglect:
far more frequently it springs out of foolishly believing in them
instead of believing in God. Few run too far in neglecting the
creature’s arm; but very many sin greatly in making too much of it.
Learn, dear reader, to glorify the Lord by leaving means untried, if by
using them thou wouldst dishonour the name of the Lord.
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EZRA 9:1-10:1
Our Daily Bread

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked (Psalm 32:10).

When Ezra learned that many of the Israelites had married heathen
women (a practice strictly forbidden by God), he tore his garments,
pulled hair from his head and beard, and sat down appalled. Then he
fell to his knees and wept as he prayed. Many people were so moved
by this that they wept with him. And well they should. Sin is a
terrible thing. It offends the Lord. It grieves spiritually sensitive
people. And it brings untold misery to the transgressor. In this
instance, the men of Israel had to send their foreign wives and their
children back to their homeland, which must have caused great pain.
But this drastic step was necessary to keep the nation from spiritual
disaster.

One day I responded to eighteen letters written by husbands, wives,

parents, and grandparents who were deeply hurt because someone
close to them had fallen into a sin that was breaking up a family
circle. Answering these people reminded me how much pain
disobedience causes, and it impressed on me that sin is the ultimate
cause of all the anguish and sorrow in our world. Although suffering
is unavoidable because of sin's effect on the human family, many
people intensify their miseries by recklessly plunging into
immorality.

We need a deeper sense of grief over sin and a greater burden for
people caught in its snares. The heartbreak of sin is too devastating

to underestimate. —H.V.L.

One of the greatest of all evils is indifference toward all evil.



