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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine,  for reproof, for correction, 
     for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, 
    thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Ti 3:16-17)
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Proverbs 17-23

If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at
jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com

For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching 
and/or powerpoint slides from the teaching, visit our website at 

http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm

“There are many plans in a man’s heart, 
nevertheless the LORD’S counsel 

— that will stand”
Proverbs 19:21
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The Book of Proverbs—
The theme of Proverbs is wisdom, the right use of knowledge. 
This wisdom is more than an intellectual pursuit; it also 
involves devotion to the Lord. The wise person fears the Lord, 
trusts Him, and seeks to obey His will. The wisdom described 
in Proverbs is like a spiritual “sixth sense.” It enables you to 
evaluate circumstances and people and make the right 
decisions in life.
Since a proverb is only the statement of a general truth, it must 
not be taken for a divine promise. David and Jesus both 
pleased the Lord, but they still had enemies (Prov. 16:7); and 
more than one obedient child of God has died young (Prov. 
10:27). Not all godly people have houses full of money (Prov. 
15:6), and many godless people eat well (Prov. 13:25). In the 
light of eternity, the wicked are the losers—no matter how 
successful they may be—but Proverbs focuses primarily on 
this life, not the next.
These wise sayings are “distilled truth” made practical for 
daily living. You find in them principles, warnings, and 
counsels that really work when you fear the Lord and want to 
please Him. The book of Proverbs is not a do-it-yourself 
success kit for the greedy but a guidebook for the godly.

—Wiersbe, Warren, 
With the Word Bible Commentary

Helpful Study Links:

Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)
http://preceptaustin.org/proverbs_commentaries.htm

Sermon Links:

“The Afterwards of Our Hope”  by Alexander Maclaren
http://preceptaustin.org/maclaren_on_proverbs_2.htm#taaoh

“The Heart: A Gift for God”  by C. H. Spurgeon
http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/1995.htm
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Daily Bible Study
Thursday, September 20th, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 17Th
u
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Questions to Ponder
1. What sins are condemned here in this chapter?  What choices about 

our lives should we make in order to avoid walking in these sins?
2. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
3. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?



3

Daily Bible Study
Friday, September 21st, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 18Fr
id
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y

Questions to Ponder
1. According to this chapter, why should we watch our lips?
2. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
3. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?
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Daily Bible Study
Saturday, September 22th, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 19Sa
tu
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Questions to Ponder
1. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
2. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?



5

Daily Bible Study
Sunday, September 23rd, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 20Su
n
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Questions to Ponder
1. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
2. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, September 24th, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 21m
o
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Questions to Ponder
1. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
2. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today? Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, September 25th, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 22Tu
es
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Questions to Ponder
1. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  

Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?
2. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 

here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, September 26th, 2007

Passage for today: Proverbs 23

Questions to Ponder
1. What do you find of parent/child relationships here?  What do you 

find of the affects and dangers of intoxicating drink?  In summary 
what wisdom do you gain from this chapter’s words concerning each 
of these (parent/child relationships and strong drink)?

2. Find two Proverbs in this chapter that directly speak to you today.  
Why do these proverbs hit home?  What do they call you to do?

3. Today, how does your life line up with the proverbs that you read 
here today?  Where do you fall short?  Where do you see you are 
walking wisely?
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Proverbs 18:12
Spurgeon - Morning and Evening 

It is an old and common saying, that “coming events cast their shad-
ows before them;” the wise man teaches us that a haughty heart is the 
prophetic prelude of evil. Pride is as safely the sign of destruction as 
the change of mercury in the weather-glass is the sign of rain; and far 
more infallibly so than that. When men have ridden the high horse, 
destruction has always overtaken them. Let David’s aching heart 
show that there is an eclipse of a man’s glory when he dotes upon his 
own greatness. 2 Sam. 24:10. See Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty 
builder of Babylon, creeping on the earth, devouring grass like oxen, 
until his nails had grown like bird’s claws, and his hair like eagle’s 
feathers. Dan. 4:33. Pride made the boaster a beast, as once before it 
made an angel a devil. God hates high looks, and never fails to bring 
them down. All the arrows of God are aimed at proud hearts. O 
Christian, is thine heart haughty this evening? For pride can get into 
the Christian’s heart as well as into the sinner’s; it can delude him 
into dreaming that he is “rich and increased in goods, and hath need 
of nothing.” Art thou glorying in thy graces or thy talents? Art thou 
proud of thyself, that thou hast had holy frames and sweet experi-
ences? Mark thee, reader, there is a destruction coming to thee also. 
Thy flaunting poppies of self-conceit will be pulled up by the roots, 
thy mushroom graces will wither in the burning heat, and thy self-
sufficiency shall become as straw for the dunghill. If we forget to live 
at the foot of the cross in deepest lowliness 

His neighbour cometh and searcheth him out.
Proverbs 18:17

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily
It is easy to boast of what we are or are not; but the real question is as 
to what others think of us. A Christian lady told me that a little time 
ago she went to a meeting where one after another arose to say how 
long they had been without sin. When an opportunity was given, she 
asked simply if they might be allowed to hear something from those 
who had lived with the persons that had been so loudly expressing 
themselves; because she said that she had observed that the opinions 
of those who shared the same room or home as Christian professors 
were apt to vary greatly from those of the professors themselves.
It is a grave question for us all — what do our neighbors and associ-
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ates think of us? Would they credit us with the highest attainments 
in Christian living? Would they concede the reality and beauty of 
our characters? After all, may not we be mistaking our ideals for 
our attainments, and judging ourselves by a lower standard than 
we apply to others? Might not our wives and sisters, our husbands 
and brothers, search us! It is so much easier to plead our own 
cause in a meeting than to stand clear in the searching scrutiny of 
the home.
And if our neighbors search us, what does God think of us as the 
fierce light of his eyes scans no and reads our deepest secrets? 
What should we do were it not for the Blood of Christ? I used to 
hesitate once to call myself a miserable sinner; but as I know my-
self better, I begin to feel that it is a reasonable designation. That is 
what we are by nature, though we have been made by divine grace, 
children, heirs, joint-heirs with Christ. Job, the righteous man, con-
fessed himself vile when God’s light revealed him.

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord.

Proverbs 19:17a
Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily

What a revolution would be wrought among us if we really be-
lieved this! We are glad to lend to our friends in a temporary strait, 
especially when we know that our money is safe and will come 
back to us with a substantial increase. To have an I O U is quite 
sufficient. But in the light of this test we are taught to look on God 
as the great Borrower. He comes to us, asking that we will lend to 
Him. In every needy one who deserves our aid the request of the 
Almighty may be heard asking a loan.
What mistakes we make! We think we keep what we hold and in-
vest well. But we really keep what we give away. The best invest-
ments are the heavenly shares and stocks, which are found in the 
needs and sorrows of the poor. Will you not, my reader, resolve 
that you will begin to lend to the Lord in the person of those who 
need your help, whether for their personal necessities or the work 
in which they are interested? You are called to be a steward of 
God’s free gifts to you. You must be ready, as his almoner, to deal 
out his wealth. He will pay you for doing it, by giving you your 
own present maintenance; and one day He will say, “I was hungry, 
and you fed Me; thirsty, and you gave Me drink: inherit the place 
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prepared for you.”
Just ponder the magnificence of this promise: “His good deed will He 
pay him again.” God will never be in your debt. He is exact and 
punctilious in his repayment. No man ever dared to do his bidding in 
respect to any case of need, and found himself the poorer. “Give, and 
it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed down and running 
over shall they give into your bosom.” Was not Ruth’s love to Naomi 
well compensated?

Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long.
Proverbs 23:17

Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily
I asked a working man the other day how he fared. His wife, the part-
ner of many years, has died, and there is no one to welcome him on 
his return from work and prepare for him. His fellow-workmen, 
younger men, delight in tormenting him and increasing his arduous 
toils, because they hate his simple godliness. A physical weakness 
grows upon him distressingly. But he said that he was very happy, 
because he lived in God. All the way along it was Jesus — Jesus 
when he woke in the morning; Jesus when he went to bed at night; 
Jesus when he wrote a letter; Jesus when he went to the butcher’s 
shop to buy his little piece of meat for Sunday-said he, “He made the 
beasts; He must know what is good to eat.” And when I asked how he 
managed to maintain this life, he said, “I always ask Him to rouse me 
up early enough to have a good time in fellowship with the Master.” 
From the way he spoke, he reminded me of the priest’s portion of the 
shoulder and breast as symbolizing the strength and love of the Lord 
Jesus.
If we are in the love of God we shall be in his fear; for though perfect 
love casts out fear that hath torment, it introduces the fear that dares 
not cause needless pain to the Infinite Lover of souls. We fear to tear 
open his wounds again, to expose his heart to the spear-thrust, or to 
miss aught of his gracious pains to make us what He wants us to be-
come.
“If ye keep my commandments,” the Master said, “ye shall abide in 
my love.” To abide in his fear is equivalent to abiding in his love. 
They are two sides of the same coin. Only they love who fear. The 
woman feared Solomon’s sword, because the babe was her own.
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Cure for Envy
Proverbs 23:17–18

Spurgeon - Faith's Checkbook
When we see the wicked prosper we are apt to envy them. When we 
hear the noise of their mirth, and our own spirit is heavy, we half 
think that they have the best of it. This is foolish and sinful. If we 
knew them better, and specially if we remembered their end, we 
should pity them.
The cure for envy lies in living under a constant sense of the divine 
presence, worshiping God, and communing with Him all the day 
long, however long the day may seem. True religion lifts the soul into 
a higher region, where the judgment becomes more clear, and the de-
sires are more elevated. The more of heaven there is in our lives, the 
less of earth we shall covet. The fear of God casts out envy of men.
The death-blow of envy is a calm consideration of the future. The 
wealth and glory of the ungodly are a vain show. This pompous ap-
pearance flashes out for an hour and then is extinguished. What is the 
prosperous sinner the better for his prosperity when judgment over-
takes him? As for the godly man, his end is peace and blessedness, 
and none can rob him of his joy; wherefore, let him forego envy, and 
be filled with sweet content.

Notes


