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Passage for today: Matthew 16
Thru the Bible Reading: Genesis 3-5

1. What are the main things that happen in Matthew 16?
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?




Daily Bible Study
Monday, January 3rd, 2011

MONDAY

Passage for today: Matthew 16
Thru the Bible Reading: Genesis 6-7

1. What is Christ's warning to His disciples in vs.1-12?

2. Was the warning temporal or spiritual? How did the disciples respond?
What does this say to us about how we should respond to Christ’s
warnings to us?




Daily Bible Study

Tuesday, January 4th, 2011

Passage for today: Matthew 16
Thru the Bible Reading: Genesis 8-9

1. Make a list of the things Peter says to Jesus in vs. 13-24. Make a list of
the things Jesus tells Peter.

2. How do you think the Lord used these things to prepare Peter for his
future use in the kingdom? What does this passage say to us about the
power of Christ? What does this passage say about the things of God
verses the things of man?




Daily Bible Study

Wednesday, January 5th, 2011

Passage for today: Matthew 16

1. What has come together in the chapter as you read this week?
2. What questions do you have that remain?
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in this chapter?




With the Word Biblc Commcntarg

Matthew 16

Are you guilty of these misunderstandings?

About the times (1-4). People believe the weather report but not
God’s Word! They fail to see what God is doing in His world. Keep your
eyes open, and ask God for wisdom to understand His plan.

About false doctrine (5-12). Jesus compared false doctrine to yeast. It
appears small and insignificant, but it grows secretly and soon permeates
everything (Gal. 5:9). The only remedy is to remove it (1 Cor. 5:6-7).

About Jesus Christ (13-20). The crowd is confused about Jesus; do
not follow it. Instead, let the Father reveal the Savior to you (11:25-27), and
confess Him before others. He is the Son of God.

About discipleship (21-28). In his misguided attempt to keep Jesus
from suffering and dying, Peter the stone became Peter the stumbling block.
Confessing Christ must lead to following Christ. The world encourages you
to pamper yourself, but the Lord calls you to deny yourself. The only way to
live is to die to self and follow Christ by faith.

Peter: The name Peter means “a stone” (John 1:40-42). All of God'’s
people are ‘“living stones,” but Jesus is the Rock (1 Pet. 2:4-8; Acts 4:11-
12; Ps. 118:22), and His church is built on Him (1 Cor. 3:11). Whoever
confesses faith in Christ becomes a living stone built into the spiritual
temple (Eph. 2:19-22). Peter was given not the keys of heaven, for Jesus
holds them (Rev. 1:18), but the ‘keys of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt.
16:19). He had the privilege of opening “the door of faith” (Acts 14:27) to the
Jews at Pentecost (Acts 2), the Samaritans (Acts 8:14ff.), and the Gentiles
(Acts 10).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, ¢1991). With the word Bible commentary
(Mat 16:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



Upon This Rock

Today, we find a few differing views on this tough passage in Matthew 16
where Christ speaking to Peter tell him and the other disciples that He would
build His church upon this rock. But what is the rock that Christ speaks of in
this passage. Is it Peter? Is it the statement that Peter made in verse 17?
Or is it on Himself that Christ plans to build His church? The following
passage from J. Vernon McGee gives great insight as to which it might be:

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven [Matt. 16:17].

Only the Holy Spirit can make Christ known to any person. No man today
can call Jesus “Lord” but by the Holy Spirit. Only the Spirit of God can take
the things of Christ and reveal them to us. Jesus said, “Flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee”; that is, “You didn’t learn it by being with Me.” | hear
folk say, “Well, if | could have been with Jesus for three years [the apostles
had been with Him about two and one half years now], then | would really
know who He is.” Would you? My friend, you can know Him just as well
today because the Spirit of God has to make Him real to you.

And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it
[Matt. 16:18].

Let us look at this verse carefully. On what rock did Jesus build His church?
There are those who say that it was built on Simon Peter. Well, obviously it
was not, because there is a play upon words here. In the original Greek it is,
“Thou art Petros [a little piece of rock], and upon this petra [bedrock] | will
build my church.” There are others who hold that Christ is building His church
upon the confession that Simon Peter made. | don’t agree with that at all.

Who is the Rock? The Rock is Christ. The church is built upon Christ. We
have Simon Peter's own explanation of this. In 1 Peter 2:4, referring to
Christ, he writes, “To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed
of men, but chosen of God, and precious.” And he remembers Isaiah 28:16,
‘... Behold, | lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that
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believeth on him shall not be confounded” (1 Pet. 2:6). The church is built
upon Christ; He is the foundation. “For other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). Christ is the stone, and He
says on this rock He will build His church. The church was still future when
the Lord made this statement. And please don't tell me there was a church in
the Old Testament because the church did not come into existence until after
the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, and the sending of the Holy
Spirit. There could not have been a church until all of these things had taken
place. “I will build my church®—this was future.

The “gates of hell” refers to death. The word used for hell is the Greek word
hades, the sheol of the Old Testament, which refers to the unseen world and
means “death.” The gates of death shall not prevail against Christ's church.
One of these days the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout.
That shout will be like the voice of an archangel and like a trumpet because
the dead in Christ are to be raised. The gates of death shall not prevail
against His church.

—McGee, J. Vernon: Thru the Bible Commentary: The Gospels
(Matthew 14-28).



“Have mercy on Thee, Lord! This shall

never be unto Thee.”
Matthew 16:22
Written By: F B Meyer
Taken From: Our Daily Homily

Throughout his life these words were perpetually flung at the heart of Christ.
Spare Thyself this hunger, the devil said in the wilderness, on the threshold
of his public ministry; spare Thyself this agonizing death, he said again in the
garden, on the eve of the crucifixion.

It is noticeable that the cross was surrounded by voices that repeated the
same words. They that passed by it wagged their heads, and said, “Thou
that destroyest the temple and buildest it in three days, save Thyself.” The
chief priests mocked Him, with the scribes and elders, and said, “Can He not
save Himself?” The soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him, offering Him
vinegar, and saying, “If Thou art the King of the Jews, save Thyself.” And
one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, “Art not
Thou the Christ? save Thy self and us.” All these voices spoke after the
methods of human wisdom.

This made our Lord turn so quickly on Peter, saying, “Get thee behind Me,
Satan: thou art a stumbling-block unto Me.” How often are the same words
addressed to us: “Pity thyself. Have mercy on your sensitive human nature;
do not be too lavish with your money; give yourself a little more licence.” But
it cannot be. You cannot save others and yourself as well. Those that would
follow Jesus in his steps of redemptive help to mankind must deny them-
selves, take up the cross, and fellow Him into rejection, shame, spitting, and
the grave. They who have mercy on themselves will never show much to
others, or receive much; but the merciful are blessed, because they obtain
mercy. Thus mercy is “twice blest; it blesses him that gives, and him that
takes.”

11
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“If any man will come after Me,

let him deny himself."
Matthew 16:24
Written By: Oswald Chambers
Taken From: Up Most for His Highest

Individuality is the husk of the personal life. Individuality is all elbows, it sepa-
rates and isolates. It is the characteristic of the child and rightly so; but if we
mistake individuality for the personal life, we will remain isolated. The shell of
individuality is God's created natural covering for the protection of the per-
sonal life; but individuality must go in order that the personal life may come
out and be brought into fellowship with God. Individuality counterfeits person-
ality as lust counterfeits love. God designed human nature for Himself; indi-
viduality debases human nature for itself.

The characteristics of individuality are independence and self-assertiveness.
It is the continual assertion of individuality that hinders our spiritual life more
than anything else. If you say - "l cannot believe," it is because individuality is
in the road; individuality never can believe. Personality cannot help believing.
Watch yourself when the Spirit of God is at work. He pushes you to the mar-
gins of your individuality, and you have either to say - "l shan't," or to surren-
der, to break the husk of individuality and let the personal life emerge. The
Holy Spirit narrows it down every time to one thing (cf. Matthew 5:23-24).
The thing in you that will not be reconciled to your brother is your individual-
ity. God wants to bring you into union with Himself, but unless you are willing
to give up your right to yourself He cannot. "Let him deny himself" - deny his
independent right to himself, then the real life has a chance to grow.
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