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new Strong's dictionary of Hebrew and Greek words. Thomas Nel-
son: Nashville
“one accord” = 3661. homothumadón; adv. from homóthumos 
(n.f.), unanimous, of one mind, which is from homós (n.f.), one and 
the same, and thumós (2372), temperament, mind. With one mind, 
with unanimous consent, in one accord, all together (Acts 1:14; 2:1, 
46; 4:24; 5:12; 7:57; 8:6; 12:20; 15:25; 18:12; 19:29; Rom. 15:6; 
Sept.: Ex. 19:8; Jer. 26:21).  Zodhiates, S. 2000, c1992, c1993. The 
complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.) . 
AMG Publishers: Chattanooga, TN

Unity and Prayer
“As the disciples gathered together, it was with one accord. This 
expression, occurring eleven times in Acts, is one of the keys that 
unlocks the secret of blessing. Where brethren dwell together in 
unity, God commands the blessing-life for evermore (Ps. 133). “A 
second key is given in the words, continued ... in prayer. Now, as 
then, God works when people pray. Ordinarily we would rather do 
anything than pray. But it is only when we wait before God in des-
perate, believing, fervent, unhurried, united prayer that the reviving, 
energizing power of the Spirit of God is poured out. 
“It cannot be emphasized too strongly that unity and prayer were 
the prelude to Pentecost.” 
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver.

Acts 2 Notes
Note v. 1 = The Nations of Pentecost
“In the first Christian century, Jewish communities were located 
primarily in the eastern Roman Empire, where Greek was the com-
mon language. There were Jewish communities as far west as Italy 
and as far east as Babylonia. In addition to people from the nations 
shown here, those present on the Day of Pentecost (2:9) included 
visitors from Mesopotamia and even farther east, from Parthia, Me-
dia, and Elam (present-day Iran).
“Pentecost was one of the three major Jewish festivals; the other 
two are the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles. From the Greek 
word for "fifty," Pentecost was so named because it fell on the fifti-
eth day after the Sabbath of the Passover. Pentecost was also 
known as "the Feast of Weeks," "the Firstfruits of the Wheat Har-
vest," and "the Day of Firstfruits." During this harvest celebration, 
the Jews brought to God the firstfruits of their harvest in thanksgiv-
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ing, expecting that God would give the rest of the harvest as His 
blessing. This particular Day of Pentecost was the day of firstfruits 
of Christ's church, the beginning of the great harvest of souls who 
would come to know Christ and be joined together through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. they were all . . . in one place: The place 
may have been part of the temple. It is difficult to imagine how the 
large crowd mentioned in v. 5 could have observed the activities in 
the upper room or congregated in the narrow streets outside the 
house where the disciples were meeting.” 
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver.
Note v. 39 = After being “cut to the heart” by the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit, the people asked, “What must we do?”  Peter quickly 
replied, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  Then in our noted verse, 
he states that “the promise is for not only the Jews, but also for 
those afar off.”  He then adds the statement, “as many as the Lord 
our God will call.”  The word call used here is the greek word prŏs-
kalĕŏmai, which means “to call toward oneself, i.e. summon, invite 
(Strong’s).”  Has the Lord called you to Himself, summoned or in-
vited you personally to give Your life over to Him today?  Seek this 
one thing with all you have for it is the only way to eternal life with 
the God of the universe and the Source of love neverceasing.
Note v. 42 = This is the third time in the first two chapters of Acts 
that we see the phrase with one accord.  It is worthy of noting and 
praising God over that His Spirit always leads to unity and not dis-
cord.  In looking at the state of the church today, oftentimes we see 
disharmony coming from the same people who proclaim the Holy 
Spirit to have been poured out amongst them.  The fruit of the 
Spirit is love and here we see strong evidence of the joy brought 
about by the outpouring of God’s love into the hearts of men.  
Amen.

Acts 3 Notes
Note v.6 = "...but what I do have I give you." Stop for a moment 
and set your mind on this situation.  What did Peter have?  We can 
certainly see from the text that what he had was something worth 
giving, but what was it he had?  Christian, what do you have that 
the spiritually lame of the world do not?  Isn’t what you have to 
give of the same substance of that which Peter gave to this man 
who was lame from his mother's womb?  What a strong testimony 
of the power of God!  Peter, as we know had been brought to being 
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fully yielded to the Lord’s Spirit.  And the Lord used him mightily 
to feed His sheep. What does this say to you today?  Are you 
yielded to all the Lord has to give through you today?
Silver and gold have I none. “Though the early church had poured 
out its gifts abundantly (Act_2:45), Peter had not enriched himself, 
and was a poor man, presenting a great contrast to the popes who 
claim to be his successors. It is related that Thomas Aquinas came 
to Rome and visited Innocent IV. He looked somewhat amazedly 
upon the mass of plate and treasure which he saw there. "So," said 
the pope, "you see, Thomas, we cannot say as did St. Peter of old, 
'Silver and gold have I none.'" "No," said Aquinas, "neither can you 
command, as did he, the lame man to arise and walk." Peter had 
that which the popes have not.” (The People’s New Testament)
Note vs.13-14 = Peter here rightly accused the crowd surrounding 
him of denying Christ.  We don't have to think too hard to remem-
ber that Peter himself denied Christ three times after so boldly say-
ing he would stick with Christ even to death.  What was different 
about Peter now that could make him able to point this shortcoming 
out to the crowd?  Peter had repented of his crime.  The crowd had 
not and Peter knew that in the path to their knowing the power of 
the risen Christ was a full turn away from self-preserving to self-
dying for life in Christ Jesus.  Have you ever considered that life 
without Christ is actually a life of denying the King of kings.  Have 
you repented of this treason?  Repentance of this type leaves one no 
crutches to hold onto and allows of no preservation of self.  Ac-
knowledging Christ as King over your life begins with full repen-
tance--turning away from self-serving denial of Christ and to 
Christ-loving denial of Self.  The Lord had seen Peter through this 
process and used him greatly for His glory.  Can you say the same 
for yourself today?  Everyone begins life denying Christ as the only 
way to relationship with the living God.  Few truly turn with their 
all to serve Him.  Are you one of those few?  "Repent therefore and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of re-
freshing may come from the presence of the Lord..." (Acts 3:19-
21).  Amen.    
Note v.19 = “Repent therefore and be converted…” This is Peter’s 
second recorded response in two chapters to the people of 
“Repent.”  Why?  What is the importance of repenting?  In looking 
into the meaning of the word repent we find the importance of the 
action.  The Greek word for repent brings with it not only of regret-
ting sin but also that of a true change of heart towards God.  Repen-
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tance is not just an action of the mind, but is something that re-
quires change in the will, emotions and heart of a person in turning 
completely from their ways toward God’s.

Acts 4 Notes
“Though God's servants are chained, His word is never chained (see 

2 Tim. 2:9).”
--William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary

Note v. 1 = It is worthy of noting that the result of the Sadducees 
taking two disciples into custody and questioning them is that 5000 
people were added to the church.  How often it is that persecution 
of believers leads to more converts in the church.  Nero described 
the Christians as a mythical monster who when one head was cut 
off, ten more grew in its place.  Persecution through the years has 
been a catalyst to growth in the church and also to bring purity into 
the church.  Peter and John and all the saints through the years who 
have gone through such events have had the joy and honor of living 
out Matthew 5:10: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Amen.
Note v.6 = “The Sanhedrin, which consisted of 70 men plus the 
high priest, was the highest Jewish court. The group consisted of 
the wealthiest, most educated, and most powerful Jewish men in 
Israel. Annas the high priest: Annas had been removed as high 
priest in a.d. 14 by the Romans. At the time of Christ, the high 
priests were appointed by the Roman governors. Apparently Annas 
had become a political threat to Rome. The Jewish people refused 
to acknowledge Roman authority over such matters; so even though 
Annas was officially removed from his office, the Jewish people 
still considered him high priest. Caiaphas, the son-in-law of Annas, 
was the actual high priest. John was most likely the son of Annas 
who succeeded Caiaphas in a.d. 37.” 
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver.
Note v.8 = “Filled with the Holy Ghost”
“Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit: This is the second description in 
the Book of Acts of someone being filled with the Holy Spirit (see 
v. 31; 2:4; 9:17; 13:9). The initial filling accompanied the baptism 
in the Spirit. This filling brought boldness for God's work. Jesus 
had promised His disciples that they would stand before kings and 
rulers and that the Spirit of God within them would implant in their 
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minds exactly what to say to these leaders (see Matt. 10:16).” 
Word Focus

filled with the Holy Spirit
“(Gk. pletho pneumatos hagiou) (2:4; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9; Luke 
1:15, 41, 67) Strong's 4130; 4151; 40: The Greek word pletho is 
used for describing the filling of anything from a sponge to a boat 
(Matt. 27:48; Luke 5:7). Luke uses this common term to describe 
how the Holy Spirit influences a person. He uses the expression 
filled with the Holy Spirit eight times in his writings. In every case, 
the filling of the Holy Spirit enables the person so endowed to 
speak or preach for God. Thus, the filling of the Spirit is directly 
related to the prophetic ministry, the revelation or explanation of 
God's Word.”  
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver

Acts 6 Notes
Stephen the Martyr

I n the Book of Acts, the infant church faced opposition from Jew 
and Gentile alike. But with every successive wave of persecution, 
the church grew more and more. In hardships and trials, Christians 
depended increasingly on the Lord for strength and guidance. In so 
doing, they demonstrated their faith to others.

Stephen, one of the seven men chosen to minister to the needs of 
the neglected in the early church, became the first martyr of the 
Christian faith, but he certainly was not the last. Although falsely 
accused of blaspheming Moses and God, his unfair treatment and 
violent death would serve as an example to persecuted believers 
throughout the centuries who would face similar trials for uphold-
ing the name of Christ.

The Book of Acts tells us that right after the stoning of Stephen, a 
zealous young Pharisee named Saul continued the persecution of 
the new faith by hunting its members down and imprisoning them 
to face similar charges and similar fates. Although Saul was trying 
to stop the spread of the Christian faith, other eventual persecutors 
such as the Roman Emperor Nero (a.d. 37-68) cared little about the 
blaspheming of a Jewish deity. Nero was merely looking for scape-
goats to take the blame for the great fire that destroyed most of 
Rome in a.d. 64.
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Later Christian martyrs would face death at the hands of their so-
called fellow believers. William Tyndale (1494-1536) was burned 
at the stake for heresy because he dared to translate the Bible into 
the English language, thus making it more accessible to the com-
mon person. Others have traveled into remote areas fully aware of 
the dangers of retribution from pagans. In 1956, five American mis-
sionaries were murdered in the jungles of Ecuador by headhunters 
called the Aucas. This same tribe was eventually converted to 
Christianity through the persistence of missionaries, who emulated 
the perseverance of the martyred missionaries who had gone before 
them.

Since Stephen's death, countless Christians have died for their wit-
ness to the truth of the gospel. They set their eyes on Jesus instead 
of on this world. They did not value the approval of people over the 
approval of their Savior. Therefore, they refused to disown Jesus. 
For their courage to stand up for the truth, Jesus promises to ac-
knowledge them before His Father in heaven (see Matt. 10:32, 33). 
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver

Acts 7 Notes
It’s not our doctrine that will impress the world; it is our dedication. 

And how we need that today!”
—J. Vernon McGee, Love, Liberation & the Law : The Ten com-

mandments

Note v.51 = “You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, 
so do you.”  
“They were disobedient children, of disobedient parents: in all their 
generations they had been disobedient and perverse. This whole 
people, as well as this text, are fearful proofs that the Holy Spirit, 
the almighty energy of the living God, may be resisted and rendered 
of none effect. This Spirit is not sent to stocks, stones, or machines, 
but to human beings endued with rational souls; therefore it is not 
to work on them with that irresistible energy which it must exert on 
inert matter, in order to conquer the vis inertiae or disposition to 
abide eternally in a motionless state, which is the state of all inani-
mate beings; but it works upon understanding, will, judgment, con-
science, etc., in order to enlighten, convince, and persuade. If, after 
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all, the understanding, the eye of the mind, refuses to behold the 
light; the will determines to remain obstinate; the judgment pur-
poses to draw false inferences; and the conscience hardens itself 
against every check and remonstrance, (and all this is possible to a 
rational soul, which must be dealt with in a rational way), then the 
Spirit of God, being thus resisted, is grieved, and the sinner is left 
to reap the fruit of his doings. To force the man to see, feel, repent, 
believe, and be saved, would be to alter the essential principles of 
his creation and the nature of mind, and reduce him into the state of 
a machine, the vis inertiae of which was to be overcome and con-
ducted by a certain quantum of physical force, superior to that resis-
tance which would be the natural effect of the certain quantum of 
the vis inertiae possessed by the subject on and by which this agent 
was to operate. Now, man cannot be operated on in this way, be-
cause it is contrary to the laws of his creation and nature; nor can 
the Holy Ghost work on that as a machine which himself has made 
a free agent. Man therefore may, and generally does, resist the Holy 
Ghost; and the whole revelation of God bears unequivocal testi-
mony to this most dreadful possibility, and most awful truth. It is 
trifling with the sacred text to say that resisting the Holy Ghost here 
means resisting the laws of Moses, the exhortations, threatenings, 
and promises of the prophets, etc. These, it is true, the uncircum-
cised ear may resist; but the uncircumcised heart is that alone to 
which the Spirit that gave the laws, exhortations, promises, etc;, 
speaks; and, as matter resists matter, so spirit resists spirit. These 
were not only uncircumcised in ear, but uncircumcised also in 
heart; and therefore they resisted the Holy Ghost, not only in his 
declarations and institutions, but also in his actual energetic opera-
tions upon their minds.” (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)

Acts 8 Notes
Note v.16 = “…He had fallen upon none of them”
fallen upon = metaphorically, to seize, take possession of (spoken 
of the Holy Spirit, in his inspiration and impulse)
They had had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but had not yet been taken possession of or seized by the Holy 
Spirit.  The point of all of this is not the order of how it happened or 
even the means by which it happened, but simply that it happened.  
Many read passages like this and follow forms set by man in effort 
to be possessed by the Holy Spirit.  We must remember that the 
Holy Spirit is a person of the trinity and can be controlled by no 
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man and can only be imparted at the sovereign will of God.  Our 
job is to submit to the living God.  He does the rest as he sees fit.
“Peter and John were the official messengers from Jerusalem to tell 
the Samaritans what had occurred at Pentecost. The Samaritans had 
to know that salvation came from the Jews; the Jews, in turn, had to 
understand that the same salvation had come to the Samaritans. Je-
sus said in John 17 that the world would know that Jesus came from 
the Father when the world saw the unity of the body of Christ. With 
the tremendous hatred that existed between the Jews and Samari-
tans, God demonstrated to both sides that they would be united to-
gether as a church. The dependence of the Samaritans upon the 
Jews to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit was the healing sign that 
the two sides were to become one. When Peter later preached to the 
Gentiles, they immediately believed and received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit without the laying on of hands (ch. 10). This served as a 
sign to the Jews that the same gift was being given to the Gentiles 
as well. The Holy Spirit was the unifying factor that would bring 
Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles into one body.”
MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary. Thomas Nel-
son Publishers: Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver
Note v.23 = Simon, the sorcerer not only was greedy in that he 
wanted all the power he could have, but he was bitter and bound by 
iniquity.  It appears that the motives of Simon for wanting the 
power to give the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands were gener-
ated from his lust for power.  When he discovered this power that 
dwarfed his own (which was generated not by God), he had to have 
it.  But he knew nothing of the means by which one went about re-
ceiving the Holy Spirit—absolute surrender to the living God.  
Simon knew nothing of this and Peter recognized his heart and re-
buked him sternly.  How often today, we see people longing to use 
God for power in their lives.  Whether it be for the gain of influ-
ence, for a better position at work or simply to rise above others, we 
see the poisonous fruit of this in churches all over—people wanting 
power, but not wanting God.
Note v.35 = “Then Phillip opened his mouth…”  
Note v.36 = Note the immediate obedience of the eunuch in being 
baptized.  He did not delay in becoming a follower of Christ once 
he heard the good news!
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Acts 9 Notes
Note v.20 = “Immediately he preached…” “Saul was now con-
vinced that Jesus, whom they had crucified, and who had appeared 
to him on the way, was the Son of God, or Messiah; and therefore 
as such he proclaimed him.” (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)
Note v.22 = “increased more in strength…” This statement found 
here in verse 22 speaks not of physical strength, but gives more of 
the idea of increasing in spiritual strength and boldness.  It is no 
secret that proclaiming the name of Christ can do no other than in-
crease our strength toward doing more of it.  Praise God for in-
creased strength!
Note v.27 = Barnabas = “son of encouragement or exhortation” 
Here we find Barnabas doing what it was that the Lord had made 
him to do.  In this passage he is seen as coming alongside of Saul 
and testifying on his behalf to the skittish disciples in Jerusalem.  
Barnabas is an interesting person who we find all throughout the 
book of Acts encouraging the saints. As William MacDonald 
writes, “Barnabas, who had the gift of encouragement, saw Paul's 
true heart and defended him to the other apostles.”                                          
Note v.40 = Peter “knelt down and prayed.” It is interesting to think 
of all the different ways in which the Lord brings people to life in 
the Bible.  Just like healings, he never does it the same way.  This 
takes away all credit from man and gives it all to God. 
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