- Notes

If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at
jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
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Apollo Temple (up close) & Acrocorinth (on top of mountain)

2nd Corinthians 1-7

March 1st—7th, 2007

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,

that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Ti 3:16-17)



2nd Corinthians—

o Since Paul’s first letter, the Corinthian church
had been swayed by false teachers who stirred
the people against Paul. They claimed he was
fickle, proud, unimpressive in appearance and
speech, dishonest, and unqualified as an apostle
of Jesus Christ. Paul sent Titus to Corinth to
deal with these difficulties, and upon his return,

rejoiced to hear of the Corinthians’ change of
heart. Paul wrote this letter to express his
thanksgiving for the repentant majority, and to
appeal to the rebellious minority to accept his
authority. Throughout the book he defends his
conduct, character, and calling as an apostle of
Jesus Christ.

—Wilkinson, Talk Thru the Bible

Helpful Study Links:

Additional Commentary: (Great Resource!)
|http://preceptaustin.org/2 corinthians commentaries.htm

Sermon Links:

“Spiritual Liberty” 2 Corinthians 3:17 - by Charles Spurgeon
lhttp://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0009.HTM

“Consolation Proportionate to Spiritual Sufferings”
2 Corinthians 1:5 - by Charles Spurgeon
fhttp://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/ CONSUFF.TXT

“The Message of Second Corinthians” by Ray Stedman
Ihttp://www.pbc.org/library/files/html/0248.html




AN

(<3

)
)

\

2 Corinthians

Author: Paul—external and internal evidence
solidly support his authorship of this letter.

Time: Second Corinthians was probably written
in Macedonia during Paul’s third missionary jour-
ney in a.d. 56 or 57. Some believe that it was writ-
ten perhaps six months to a year after First Corin-
thians.

Theme: Second Corinthians is the most autobio-
graphical of Paul’s letters, containing numerous
references to the hardships he endured in the
course of his ministry. Throughout this letter, Paul
defends his apostolic conduct, character, and call.
The book consists of three main parts: Paul’s ex-
planation of his ministry (chs. 1-7), the collection
for the saints (chs. 8-9), and Paul’s vindication of
his discipleship (chs. 10-13).

Paul’s defense of his apostleship in chapters 10—
13 is characterized by the masterful use of irony
and sarcasm. Particularly in the so-called “Fool’s
Speech” (11:16-12:13), Paul mocks the vain pre-
occupation of some Corinthians with power and
spectacular spiritual gifts by “boasting” of his
weakness and the persecutions he had endured.
-Nelson's Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts



Daily Bible Study

Thursday, March 1, 2007
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Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 1

1on naer

1. In this chapter, how does Paul shed light on the benefits that come
from suffering for Christ? What does suffering and affliction produce
in us as Christians? What do we see was Paul’s boast and confidence
concerning the people in Corinth? What can we learn from these
things?

2. Paul underwent great trials in Asia while preaching the gospel to the
people there. How does he describe these trials in verses 8-9? What
was it, do you suppose that caused him to endure such hardship?
Take a moment to read Matthew 5:11-12. How might this inspire us
to endure hardships in our own lives that come upon us because of
our faith in Christ?

3. How well do you endure suffering? Is your life marked by suffering
for Christ? Do you pray for those who are suffering for the gospel
sake? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study

Friday, March 2, 2007

Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 2

ion nder

. Why did Paul write his earlier letter to the people at Corinth? What

were his feelings in writing it? What does this show us about the
heart of Paul? How does Paul urge the church to treat the man that
had grieved them? Why does he urge this? How might we learn from
this concerning matters of church discipline?

. In verses 12-17, Paul writes of an unexpected change of plans in his

travel. How do these changes turn out and what does he write of the
results of them? What lessons can we glean from this?

. Today, can you say of yourself that the Lord is diffusing the fragrance

of His knowledge through you as you walk through this world? Does
your presence bring with it life and triumph in Christ? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Saturday, March 3, 2007
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Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 3

1on naer

1. What does Paul mean by “you are an epistle of Christ”? What kind
of impression do you think this must have left on the church at
Corinth to read these words? Where did Paul’s sufficiency for
ministry come from? Why is this vital for true ministry? What
differences do we learn of here between the ministry of death and the
ministry of the Spirit here? Why is this important for us today?

2. Take a look at verse 17. Liberty can be defined as freedom to do the
right thing. Why is it important for us to know that the Spirit gives us
liberty or freedom to do God’s will?

3. Today, where does your sufficiency lie? Would you call yourself a
minister of the new covenant? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Sunday, March 4, 2007
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Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 4

1on naer

1. One important theme of this chapter is not losing heart. How was it
that Paul and his companions did not lose heart? What kind of an
emphasis did Paul put on not preaching himself? What did he preach
(two things) and why is this vital as we share the gospel with others?
Why did Paul endure what he did? What did these trials produce in
him? Any applications?

2. In verse 17, Paul wrote that the “light affliction” that he and his
companions had to endure “but for a moment” was working for them.
What does this mean and how might we apply this truth to the
tribulations we endure as we follow the Lord through life?

3. Are you experiencing momentary, light affliction for the sake of
Christ? Today, are you looking at that affliction as being something
that works for you in an eternal sense? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study

Monday, March 5, 2007

Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 5

ion nder

. What was Paul’s attitude toward his earthly body? What did Paul

give as the reason that he and his companions made it their aim to be
well-pleasing to the Lord? How does this apply to us today? By
what standard did Paul and his companions judge or “regard” others —
physical appearance or heart? Why is this important and how does it
apply to our lives today?

. In verses 18-20, Paul writes of reconciliation. What does it mean to

be reconciled to God? Why is it important for us to understand that
as Christians we have been reconciled to God through Christ and that,
in Christ, we have been given a ministry of reconciliation?

. In verse 7, Paul wrote that he and his companions walked by faith and

not by sight. Today, is this something you can say for yourself?
Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 6

1on naer

1. What sort of things did Paul and his fellow workers go through as
they sought to show themselves as true ministers of God? What do
these things show us about the hearts of Paul and his fellow workers?
What do these things show us of the power of God?

2. In verses 14-18, Paul admonishes the people at Corinth to be separate
from the world. Why is this a vital part of walking with Christ? How
might the church benefit from these words today?

3. Today, are you receiving the grace of God in vain (v.1) or are you
working together to advance the kingdom of God? Explain.




Daily Bible Study

Wednesday, March 7, 2007

Passage for today: 2 Corinthians 7

1on naer

. What motives does Paul give for cleansing ourselves and “perfecting
holiness in the fear of God” (v.1)? What do we learn in this chapter
of the Corinthian church’s “godly sorrow”? How did Paul rebuke in a
godly way and how did the church respond in a godly way? Why do
you suppose Paul rejoiced exceedingly at the report he received from
Titus? Any applications?

. According to verse 12 why did Paul write the letter he had previously
sent? What did Paul want the people to see in his writing of that
letter? What can we learn from this concerning the heart of a true
minister of the gospel?

. Paul rejoiced exceedingly and boasted of the church at Corinth for
their acts of kindness toward Titus and for refreshing his spirit.
Today, does this same heart of hospitality and kindness exist in your
church ? Explain.




"For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so

our consolation also aboundeth by Christ."
2 Corinthians 1:5
from
Morning and Evening
by Charles Spurgeon

There is a blessed proportion. The Ruler of Providence bears a pair of
scales-in this side he puts his people's trials, and in that he puts their
consolations. When the scale of trial is nearly empty, you will always
find the scale of consolation in nearly the same condition; and when
the scale of trials is full, you will find the scale of consolation just as
heavy. When the black clouds gather most, the light is the more
brightly revealed to us. When the night lowers and the tempest is com-
ing on, the Heavenly Captain is always closest to his crew. It is a
blessed thing, that when we are most cast down, then it is that we are
most lifted up by the consolations of the Spirit. One reason is, because
trials make more room for consolation. Great hearts can only be made
by great troubles. The spade of trouble digs the reservoir of comfort
deeper, and makes more room for consolation. God comes into our
heart-he finds it full-he begins to break our comforts and to make it
empty; then there is more room for grace. The humbler a man lies, the
more comfort he will always have, because he will be more fitted to
receive it. Another reason why we are often most happy in our trou-
bles, is this-then we have the closest dealings with God. When the
barn is full, man can live without God: when the purse is bursting with
gold, we try to do without so much prayer. But once take our gourds
away, and we want our God; once cleanse the idols out of the house,
then we are compelled to honour Jehovah. "Out of the depths have I
cried unto thee, O Lord." There is no cry so good as that which comes
from the bottom of the mountains; no prayer half so hearty as that
which comes up from the depths of the soul, through deep trials and
afflictions. Hence they bring us to God, and we are happier; for near-
ness to God is happiness. Come, troubled believer, fret not over your
heavy troubles, for they are the heralds of weighty mercies.
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"Be ye separate."
2 Corinthians 6:17
from
Morning and Evening
by Charles Spurgeon

The Christian, while in the world, is not to be of the world. He should
be distinguished from it in the great object of his life. To him, "to
live," should be "Christ." Whether he eats, or drinks, or whatever he
does, he should do all to God's glory. You may lay up treasure; but lay
it up in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, where
thieves break not through nor steal. You may strive to be rich; but be
it your ambition to be "rich in faith," and good works. You may have
pleasure; but when you are merry, sing psalms and make melody in
your hearts to the Lord. In your spirit, as well as in your aim, you
should differ from the world. Waiting humbly before God, always
conscious of his presence, delighting in communion with him, and
seeking to know his will, you will prove that you are of heavenly race.
And you should be separate from the world in your actions. If a thing
be right, though you lose by it, it must be done; if it be wrong, though
you would gain by it, you must scorn the sin for your Master's sake.
You must have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them. Walk worthy of your high calling and dig-
nity. Remember, O Christian, that thou art a son of the King of kings.
Therefore, keep thyself unspotted from the world. Soil not the fingers
which are soon to sweep celestial strings; let not these eyes become
the windows of lust which are soon to see the King in his beauty-let
not those feet be defiled in miry places, which are soon to walk the
golden streets-let not those hearts be filled with pride and bitterness
which are ere long to be filled with heaven, and to overflow with ec-
static joy.

Then rise my soul! and soar away,
Above the thoughtless crowd,

Above the pleasures of the gay,

And splendours of the proud;

Up where eternal beauties bloom,

And pleasures all divine;

Where wealth, that never can consume,
And endless glories shine.
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"The things which are not seen."
2 Corinthians 4:18
from
Morning and Evening
by Charles Spurgeon

In our Christian pilgrimage it is well, for the most part, to be looking
forward. Forward lies the crown, and onward is the goal. Whether it
be for hope, for joy, for consolation, or for the inspiring of our love,
the future must, after all, be the grand object of the eye of faith. Look-
ing into the future we see sin cast out, the body of sin and death de-
stroyed, the soul made perfect, and fit to be a partaker of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light. Looking further yet, the believer's enlight-
ened eye can see death's river passed, the gloomy stream forded, and
the hills of light attained on which standeth the celestial city; he seeth
himself enter within the pearly gates, hailed as more than conqueror,
crowned by the hand of Christ, embraced in the arms of Jesus, glori-
fied with him, and made to sit together with him on his throne, even as
he has overcome and has sat down with the Father on his throne. The
thought of this future may well relieve the darkness of the past and the
gloom of the present. The joys of heaven will surely compensate for
the sorrows of earth. Hush, hush, my doubts! death is but a narrow
stream, and thou shalt soon have forded it. Time, how short-eternity,
how long! Death, how brief-immortality, how endless! Methinks I
even now eat of Eshcol's clusters, and sip of the well which is within
the gate. The road is so, so short! I shall soon be there.

"When the world my heart is rending
With its heaviest storm of care,

My glad thoughts to heaven ascending,
Find a refuge from despair.

Faith's bright vision shall sustain me
Till life's pilgrimage is past;

Fears may vex and troubles pain me,

I shall reach my home at last."
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