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If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at
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For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching
and/or powerpoint slides from the teaching, visit our website at
http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm
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Thru the Scriptures 2006-08

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering-toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all should come
to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:9

The Second Epistle of Peter
August 28th- September 3rd, 2008

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,

that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Ti 3:16-17)






both portions is — the Holy Spirit. Whether the Holy Spirit
inspired these passages independently or one borrowed the
wording from the other — we know that the Holy Spirit
recorded it for us. To repeat it in the Word of God — only
stresses how seriously we need to hear what God is speaking
to us about here.

False teaching from within the church is far more dangerous
than persecution from without (see Acts 20:28-32).
Persecution has always cleansed and strengthened the church;
false teaching weakens the church and ruins its testimony.
The only weapon to fight false teaching and the devil’s lies is
the Word of God, which is why Peter emphasizes spiritual
knowledge.Christ’s sufferings are mentioned in every chapter.

As one who had himself failed several times, Peter shows great
tenderness in this letter.

f zutli'ne

I. Greeting 1:1-2
I1. The Cultivation of Christian Character (Ch 1)
A.The gift of knowledge—1:1-4
B. The growth in knowledge—1:5-11
C. The ground of knowledge—1:12-21
I1I. The Condemnation of False Teachers (Ch 2)
A.Danger of False Teachers 2:1-3
B. Destruction of False Teachers 2:4-9
C. Description of False Teachers 2:10-17
D. Deception of False Teachers (2:18-22)
I11. Confidence of Christ’s Return (Ch 3)
A. His return will be mocked, misunderstood (3:1-4)
B. Understand His timing (3:5-10)
C. Be affected by His coming (3:11-18)



Daily Bible Study

Thursday, August 28th, 2008
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Passage for today: 2 Peter 1

Questions to Ponder
1. What is the source of “all things that pertain to life and
godliness”? How do we obtain them? How do we become partakers
of the divine nature?
2. What things must we have if we are to be fruitful in knowing
Christ? Do these things abound in you? What role does our effort
and diligence play in this? What things characterize the short sided
person?
3. What is the evidence that our salvation is real? Is this evident in
your life?

With the word Bible Commentary

2 Peter 1

Power for the present (1-11). When you trusted Christ, He gave you all
that you need for life and godliness. All you have to do is to appropriate what
you need from His resources. His Word feeds the divine nature within, and you
can grow in knowledge and in grace. This is not automatic; you must be dili-
gent to use the means of grace that God has provided.

Assurance from the past (12—18). Peter would be martyred soon (John
21:18), so he took occasion to remind his readers that they could trust the Word
of God. Although Peter’s experience on the Mount of Transfiguration was
wonderful (Matt. 17:1-13), experiences are not a substitute for the unchanging
Word of God.

Hope for the future (19-21). The Word is a light in this dark world, point-
ing to the return of the Lord. “Private interpretation” means that no prophecy
should be isolated from the rest of Scripture or interpreted apart from the lead-
ing of the Spirit who gave it to us. The Spirit wrote one Book, and it must be
understood as a whole. Believers may differ on individual matters of prophecy,
but they all agree on the “one hope” (Eph. 4:4)—Jesus is coming again!

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.







Daily Bible Study

Friday, August 29th, 2008
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Passage for today: 2 Peter 1

1on naer

1. Why is it important for us to be continually stirred and reminded of
the truth? In what practical ways does this happen in your life?

2. In verses 16-18 Peter recounts the transfiguration of Jesus (Matt
17:1-8). How did this event confirm the prophetic word? What
evidences prove that it was not just myth or a fable?

3. What does this chapter reveal about the origin of prophecy?

With the word Bible Commentary

2 Peter 1

Power for the present (1-11). When you trusted Christ, He gave you all
that you need for life and godliness. All you have to do is to appropriate what
you need from His resources. His Word feeds the divine nature within, and you
can grow in knowledge and in grace. This is not automatic; you must be dili-
gent to use the means of grace that God has provided.

Assurance from the past (12—18). Peter would be martyred soon (John
21:18), so he took occasion to remind his readers that they could trust the Word
of God. Although Peter’s experience on the Mount of Transfiguration was
wonderful (Matt. 17:1-13), experiences are not a substitute for the unchanging
Word of God.

Hope for the future (19-21). The Word is a light in this dark world, point-
ing to the return of the Lord. “Private interpretation” means that no prophecy
should be isolated from the rest of Scripture or interpreted apart from the lead-
ing of the Spirit who gave it to us. The Spirit wrote one Book, and it must be
understood as a whole. Believers may differ on individual matters of prophecy,
but they all agree on the “one hope” (Eph. 4:4)—1Jesus is coming again!

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.







Daily Bible Study

Saturday, August 30th, 2008

Passage for today: 2 Peter 2
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1. Chapter 2 opens with a warning concerning false teachers. What
methods do they use to infiltrate the church? What is their
appeal? Will they be successful? What do they bring upon
themselves?

2. What examples from history are drawn upon to reveal God’s
judgment upon the ungodly? What is said of God’s ability to deliver
the godly? According to verse 10, who is especially reserved for
punishment?

With the word Bible Commentary

2 Peter 2

The description of the false teachers is clear enough to help you detect
them and vivid enough to make you want to avoid them. It is not enough to
reject their false teachings. You must also reject their way of life and the hy-
pocrisy behind it.

Their tool is deception, so you must know God’s Word and exercise dis-
cernment when you hear their impressive language (v. 18) and alluring prom-
ises (v. 19). They fellowship with you only to find out what they can get from
you (vv. 12—14), and then they will leave you in worse shape than they found
you. They are deceptive and destructive, so beware!

Their purpose is personal pleasure and financial gain, and their destiny is
judgment. Like Balaam (Num. 22-24), they cause others to sin by using relig-
ion for personal gain. They are not God’s sheep; they are pigs and dogs in
sheep’s clothing (Prov. 26:11; Matt. 7:15) and eventually go back to their natu-
ral habits. True sheep keep themselves clean because they follow the Shepherd
(John 10:27-28).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.







Daily Bible Study

Sunday, August 3lst, 2008
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Passage for today: 2 Peter 2

Questions to Ponder
1. What characteristics of false teachers are mentioned in verses 12-
17? Balaam is mentioned in this section, how does he become an
example of the false teachers we will encounter today? Compare
with Numbers 22-24.
2. What kind of words do the false teachers speak with? How do they
allure followers? Why is this effective? What kind of slavery does
this bring?

With the word Bible Commentary
2 Peter 2

The description of the false teachers is clear enough to help you detect
them and vivid enough to make you want to avoid them. It is not enough to
reject their false teachings. You must also reject their way of life and the hy-
pocrisy behind it.

Their tool is deception, so you must know God’s Word and exercise dis-
cernment when you hear their impressive language (v. 18) and alluring prom-
ises (v. 19). They fellowship with you only to find out what they can get from
you (vv. 12—-14), and then they will leave you in worse shape than they found
you. They are deceptive and destructive, so beware!

Their purpose is personal pleasure and financial gain, and their destiny is
judgment. Like Balaam (Num. 22-24), they cause others to sin by using relig-
ion for personal gain. They are not God’s sheep; they are pigs and dogs in
sheep’s clothing (Prov. 26:11; Matt. 7:15) and eventually go back to their natu-
ral habits. True sheep keep themselves clean because they follow the Shepherd
(John 10:27-28).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Daily Bible Study

Monday, September Ist, 2008

Passage for today: 2 Peter 3

ion nder

1. What will be the prevailing attitude concerning the Lord’s coming

and judgment in the last days? What will be the nature of their
lifestyle? Do you see examples of this today? Why are people
willfully forgetful of God’s past judgment?

2. For what reason is God patient and longsuffering? What is God’s

desire for sinful man?

With the word Bible Commentary
2 Peter 3

When false teachers cannot accomplish their devious purposes with
lies, they start to scoff and ridicule the Word of God. They want you to
forget that the very Word they deride is in control of God’s universe.
God created everything by His Word, and His Word holds it together
(Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:1-2). His Word caused the Flood (Gen. 6-9), and
His Word will one day bring a judgment of fire to the ungodly world
(vv. 7-10).

Whoever robs you of God’s Word robs you of your future. People
who have no future hope have no motivation for life today. No wonder
Peter closes with “Beloved, be diligent!” (v. 14) and “Beloved, be-
ware!” (v. 17). We live in dangerous days, but the opportunities have
never been greater. God is patiently waiting for the lost to trust Christ (v.
15), but he needs you to share the gospel with them

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, ¢c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Daily Bible Study

Tuesday, September 2nd, 2008

Passage for today: 2 Peter 3

ion nder

1. The day of the Lord speaks of that time when God acts in
judgment. What will occur? Verse 10 says that it will come as a
thief in the night. What does that imply?

2. In light of all that is coming what kind of lives should we seek to

live? Instead of placing our hope in this present world which will

pass away, what should we be looking and waiting for? How well
do your present views conform to scripture?

With the word Bible Commentary
2 Peter 3

When false teachers cannot accomplish their devious purposes with
lies, they start to scoff and ridicule the Word of God. They want you to
forget that the very Word they deride is in control of God’s universe.
God created everything by His Word, and His Word holds it together
(Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:1-2). His Word caused the Flood (Gen. 6-9), and
His Word will one day bring a judgment of fire to the ungodly world
(vv. 7-10).

Whoever robs you of God’s Word robs you of your future. People
who have no future hope have no motivation for life today. No wonder
Peter closes with “Beloved, be diligent!” (v. 14) and “Beloved, be-
ware!” (v. 17). We live in dangerous days, but the opportunities have
never been greater. God is patiently waiting for the lost to trust Christ (v.
15), but he needs you to share the gospel with them

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Daily Bible Study

Wednesday, September 3rd, 2008

Passage for today: 2 Peter 1-3

ion nder

. Today as you read chapters 1-3 try to see this epistle in its

entirety. What is the central theme? What are the warnings we must
take note of?

What things most clearly speak to you personally? How would the
Lord have you to respond?

What is the final exhortation of this letter in verses 17and 18? Is this
your pursuit?
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Second Peter

When he wrote 2 Peter, the apostle was conscious that death was near
(1:13—14) and that the church was in danger, for false teachers were
creeping in. He urged the believers to hold to the precious Word and
grow spiritually (chap. 1), to identify and shun false teachers (chap. 2),
and to keep the promise of Christ’s return uppermost in their hearts
(chap. 3). He stressed spiritual knowledge that comes from God’s
Word.
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

2 Peter 3 Notes

“The Dreadful Day: “The darkness grows thicker around us, and godly ser-
vants of the Most High become rarer and more rare. Impiety and licentious-
ness are rampant throughout the world, and we live like pigs, like wild beasts,
devoid of all reason. But a voice will soon be heard thundering forth: ‘Behold,
the bridegroom cometh!” God will not be able to bear this wicked world much
longer, but will come, with the dreadful day, and chastise the scorners of his
Word.” Does that sound like a statement by one of our contemporary pro-
phetic preachers? It was said by Martin Luther, who lived from 1483 to 1546.
If Luther felt that the Lord’s return was near in his day, what should we think
today!

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary
(2 Pe 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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“Make A Habit Of Having No Habits”

Taken from My Utmost for His Highest
Written by Oswald Chambers

"For if these things are yours and abound, they make you
to be not idle nor unfruitful."
—2 Peter 1:8

When we begin to form a habit we are conscious of it. There are times
when we are conscious of becoming virtuous and patient and godly, but it
is only a stage; if we stop there we shall get the strut of the spiritual prig.
The right thing to do with habits is to lose them in the life of the Lord, un-
til every habit is so practiced that there is no conscious habit at all. Our
spiritual life continually resolves into introspection because there are some
qualities we have not added as yet. Ultimately the relationship is to be a
completely simple one.

Your god may be your little Christian habit, the habit of prayer at stated
times, or the habit of Bible reading. Watch how your Father will upset
those times if you begin to worship your habit instead of what the habit
symbolizes - I can't do that just now, I am praying; it is my hour with God.
No, it is your hour with your habit. There is a quality that is lacking in you.
Recognize the defect and then look for the opportunity of exercising your-
self along the line of the quality to be added.

Love means that there is no habit visible, you have come to the place
where the habit is lost, and by practice you do the thing unconsciously. If
you are consciously holy, there are certain things you imagine you cannot
do, certain relationships in which you are far from simple; that means there
is something to be added. The only supernatural life is the life the Lord
Jesus lived, and He was at home with God anywhere. Is there anywhere
where you are not at home with God? Let God press through in that par-
ticular circumstance until you gain Him, and life becomes the simple life
of a child.
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“Whom, When, How to Deliver”
Taken from Faith’s Checkbook
Written by C H Spurgeon

"The LORD knoweth how to deliver the Godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished"
—2 Peter 2:9

The godly are tempted and tried. That is not true faith which is never put
to the test. But the godly are delivered out of their trials, and that not by
chance, nor by secondary agencies, but by the LORD Himself. He per-
sonally undertakes the office of delivering those who trust Him. God
loves the godly or godlike, and He makes a point of knowing where they
are and how they fare. Sometimes their way seems to be a labyrinth, and
they cannot imagine how they are to escape from threatening danger.
What they do not know, their LORD knows. He knows whom to deliver,
and when to deliver, and how to deliver. He delivers in the way which is
most beneficial to the godly, most crushing to the tempter, and most glo-
rifying to Himself. We may leave the "how" with the LORD and be con-
tent to rejoice in the fact that He will, in some way or other, bring His
own people through all the dangers, trials, and temptations for this mortal
life to His own right hand in glory. This day it is not for me to pry into
my LORD's secrets but patiently to wait His time, knowing this, that
though I know nothing, my heavenly Father knows.
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“To Him be glory both now and forever”
2 Peter 3:18
Taken from Morning and evening
Written by C. H. Spurgeon

Heaven will be full of the ceaseless praises of Jesus. Eternity! thine
unnumbered years shall speed their everlasting course, but forever
and for ever, “to him be glory.” Is he not a “Priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek”? “To him be glory.” Is he not king for
ever?—King of kings and Lord of lords, the everlasting Father?
“To him be glory for ever.” Never shall his praises cease. That
which was bought with blood deserves to last while immortality
endures. The glory of the cross must never be eclipsed; the lustre of
the grave and of the resurrection must never be dimmed. O Jesus!
thou shalt be praised for ever. Long as immortal spirits live—Ilong
as the Father’s throne endures—for ever, for ever, unto thee shall
be glory. Believer, you are anticipating the time when you shall join
the saints above in ascribing all glory to Jesus; but are you glorify-
ing him now? The apostle’s words are, “To him be glory both now
and for ever.” Will you not this day make it your prayer? “Lord,
help me to glorify thee; I am poor, help me to glorify thee by con-
tentment; [ am sick, help me to give thee honour by patience; I have
talents, help me to extol thee by spending them for thee; I have
time, Lord, help me to redeem it, that I may serve thee; I have a
heart to feel, Lord, let that heart feel no love but thine, and glow
with no flame but affection for thee; I have a head to think, Lord,
help me to think of thee and for thee; thou hast put me in this world
for something, Lord, show me what that is, and help me to work out
my life-purpose: I cannot do much, but as the widow put in her two
mites, which were all her living, so, Lord, I cast my time and eter-
nity too into thy treasury; I am all thine; take me, and enable me to
glorify thee now, in all that I say, in all that I do, and with all that I
have.”
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What 2 Peter 2 Says About False Teachers...”

Where are they? One alarming and sobering thing about false
teachers is that Peter tells us that they are among us (2 Pet. 2:1). Itis
an ugly thing to think of, but we must be realistic in our understand-
ing that there are indeed those who would teach error among us. This
should cause us alarm. They are among us, walking in their own de-
ceptions, and at the same time, feasting with us (2:13).

Who do they target? In this second epistle of Peter, we find that
false teachers prey on unstable souls who are among the churched (2
Pet. 2:1, 13, 14). They actually lead away those who have already
escaped lives of error (2:18). They look for and turn their attention,
not toward those of the world, but those who have come out of the
world and have escaped the pollutions of it (2:20).

What do they do? False teachers secretly bring in destructive here-
sies (or beliefs that oppose the apostolic doctrine) and they deny the
Lord who bought them (2:1). In other words, they deny belief in
Christ as the only means for salvation. And they lead others in doing
the same (2:4). It is simple to note, but a false teacher has to have
pupils to teach his error to. And he seeks to make gain off of his stu-
dents with words that are fabricated by himself or other men and not
the Lord (2:3). They not only lead others in ways of destruction, but
they walk in destructive ways themselves (2:4).

False teachers also carouse. This is not an open carousing always,
but Peter tells us here that they carouse in their own deceptions. And
what’s worse, is that they do it while feasting with believers (2:13).
They entice unstable souls and allure them through great swelling
words of emptiness (2:18). They allure through the lusts of the flesh
(because the spirit of God is not dwelling in them and empowering
them and using them to teach rightly) and through lewdness. This
means that they use lures to peak the flesh of their followers. They
walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness themselves and
use it well in drawing in pupils to listen to their teaching (2:10).
They appeal as well by using lewdness, which is the readiness in cer-
tain individuals to partake of pleasure. While appealing to the lustful
and pleasure-seeking individuals, they promise liberty to them all the
while seeking to enslave those they “save” (2:19).

How are they described? Second Peter describes these pseudo
teachers as unjust people (2:9), who despise authority, are presumptu-



ous and self-willed, and are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries
(Greek word is doxa meaning glory, reputation or fame) (2:10).
They also speak evil of things they do not understand (2:12). They
are described as natural brute beasts made to be caught and de-
stroyed; spots and blemishes; accursed children; wells without wa-
ter; clouds carried by a tempest; and slaves of corruption
(2:12,13,14,17,19). They have eyes full of adultery that cannot stop
sinning and their hearts are trained in covetous practices (2:14).
They have forsaken the right way and have gone astray. They actu-
ally follow the way of Balaam who loved the wages of unrighteous-
ness (2:15-16). Finally, they are subdued by the devil and his work-
ers and are also in bondage to the same people who they claim
saved them (2:19).
What will come of them? This letter lets us know who these peo-
ple are and what they do. And it also lets us know what their end
will be. They bring on themselves quick destruction (2:1). Their
judgment isn’t idle and their destruction is alert and ready. They
will not be spared by God and are instead reserved for the day of
judgment when they will utterly perish in their own corruption (and
possibly before) (2:3,4,9,12). God will pay them the wages of un-
righteousness because they are accursed children who have reserved
for them a never-ending time of darkness (2:13,14,17).
What will come of those who follow them? Their departure will
cause the way of truth to be blasphemed (2:2). They will be sub-
dued and enslaved (2:19) and their latter end will be worse than
their beginning (2:20). They are people who return to the very mess
that they regurgitated before and were freed from. They are also
people who, having been cleaned, return to a life of uncleanness —
inside and out (2:22).
Seeing that this is what second Peter teaches about false teachers,
what should our response be? We all know that this is not some-
thing that we want to fall into. In fact, it is our desire to make sure
that we not even get close to being deceived and sucked into it. So
what do we do? What does second Peter tell us to do in order to
remain steadfast in the truth and avoiding getting pulled aside by
one of these false teachers? The following are four exhortations
from the letter to us:
1. Be Warned — Chapter 3, verse 16 tells us, “...since you
know this beforehand...” Christian, this epistle gives us am-
ple information to know that there are false teachers among

us. WE SHOULD BE WARNED! -



2. Beware — Peter tells us to beware lest we fall away from our
own steadfastness and be led away by error (3:17). Our atten-
tion is called here to taking heed. TAKE HEED TODAY SO
YOU WON’T BE DRAGGED AWAY!!

Peter gave us warning and told us to take heed. But he doesn’t leave
us at that. That would leave us empty and dry in our relationship
with Him. And truthfully, we would have only a knowledge of the
threat, but we would have no power to thrive in the midst of such
threat. With that, Peter gave us some actions that we are to be dili-
gent about doing in order to truly prevent falling away after some
false movement.

3. Be diligent —

A. To grow in the character of Christ. Peter calls us here
to possess and abound in faith, virtue, knowledge,
self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly
kindness and love (1:5-8).

B. To make your call and election sure (1:10).

C. To be found by Jesus in peace, without spot and
blameless. And considering the longsuffering of our
Lord’s salvation (3:14-15).

4. Be growing — The Lord calls us here in Peter’s second letter
to be active in our relationship with Him. We are to be fer-
vently seeking to grow in the grace and relational knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (3:18).

According to Peter, our safeguard against falling after false teachers
is yes, to be warned of them and to beware of them. But the forward
thrust of his exhortation for us is that we be diligent in growing in our
relationship with Christ. It is as if he is telling us to get to know the
real deal more and more, so that when the false deal comes around,
we’ll be able to sense it a mile away. May we be diligent in adding
His love and His attributes to our lives even to abundance. And may
we put all our effort into growing in the grace that He gives and the
relationship that He wants with us today. This for sure is our only
hope at staying on course and standing steadfast to the end! Come,
Lord Jesus, Come! Fill our hearts with a knowledge of You that will
overwhelm and expose all error in our lives! Amen.
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