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BEIJING, CHINA 
One of China's largest house congregations 
planned to hold its last outdoor worship 
service on Christmas Day in the capital Beijing 
after months of detentions, while elsewhere 
several congregations were raided by Chinese 
security forces as part of a Christmas season 
crackdown, local Christians and activists said. 
"Shouwang Church had her 37th Sunday 
outdoor worship service," last week, however 
"As Christmas is approaching, each police 
station puts more force in guarding and 
watching believers," the church explained in a 
statement. 
"As far as we know, on Sunday morning, 
[December 18] at least 35 believers were 
taken away [by police] for going to the 
planned location to join the outdoor service, 
either at the spot or on their way there." 
The church added that "Except for a few 
believers who were released on the way, most 
of the rest were sent to 15 local police stations 
in their respective area." 
 
Hebrews 13:3  Remember the prisoners as 

if chained with them—those who are 
mistreated—since you yourselves are in 

the body also. 
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Devotional From Charles Spurgeon 
 

“Knowest thou not that it will be bitterness in the latter end?” 
2 SAMUEL 2:26 

 
If, O my reader! thou art merely a professor, and not a possessor 
of the faith that is in Christ Jesus, the following lines are a true 
sketch of thine end. 
You are a respectable attendant at a place of worship; you go 
because others go, not because your heart is right with God. 
This is your beginning. I will suppose that for the next twenty or 
thirty years you will be spared to go on as you do now, 
professing religion by an outward attendance upon the means of 
grace, but having no heart in the matter. Tread softly, for I must 
show you the deathbed of such a one as yourself. Let us gaze 
upon him gently. A clammy sweat is on his brow, and he wakes 
up crying, “O God, it is hard to die. Did you send for my 
minister?” “Yes, he is coming.” The minister comes. “Sir, I fear 
that I am dying!” “Have you any hope?” “I cannot say that I have. 
I fear to stand before my God; oh! pray for me.” The prayer is 
offered for him with sincere earnestness, and the way of 
salvation is for the ten-thousandth time put before him, but 
before he has grasped the rope, I see him sink. I may put my 
finger upon those cold eyelids, for they will never see anything 
here again. But where is the man, and where are the man’s true 
eyes? It is written, “In hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment.” 
Ah! why did he not lift up his eyes before? Because he was so 
accustomed to hear the gospel that his soul slept under it. Alas! 
if you should lift up your eyes there, how bitter will be your 
wailings. Let the Saviour’s own words reveal the woe: “Father 
Abraham, send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.” 
There is a frightful meaning in those words. May you never have 
to spell it out by the red light of Jehovah’s wrath! 

If you would like a copy of Calvary News, 
you can find a PDF file at 
www.calvaryroswell.com under the 
“What’s Happening” tab. 

Quotes 
There's a problem...when the inflow of 
spiritual renewal doesn't replenish the 
outflow of spiritual ministry.  For the 
spiritual life should also be the source 
of inner recreation and restoration 
since it is the way we most directly 
experience the Lord Himself in daily 
life. Through our spiritual disciplines 
(rightly motivated and practiced) come 
many of the most refreshing blessings 
of knowing Christ. 
  
Don Whitney 

Upcoming Things… 
     Crown Biblical Financial Study- 

Starting Sunday Jan. 22nd from 5-7PM.  If 
you are interested, please sign up in the 
foyer.  For more information, please 
contact Marlin Wells. 

 
	
  


