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Let’s face it; most problems 
are people problems...  
  Difficult people are perhaps  
   the most challenging  
    problems of all!



I suppose I may assume 
that seven out of ten of 
those who read these 
lines are in some kind 
of difficulty about some 
other human being.
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PURSUING THE LOST WITH LOVE, FRIENDSHIP 
(Lit. Love Strangers)

IN ACTIVE, SUPPORTING FELLOWSHIP W/CHRISTIANS

(kononia)





DOING WHAT THEY DID TO ME - is not ok

↳one of those rules teach kids from kindergarten
↳yet sadly, some still live like this all of their lives

↳two wrongs do not make a right



Now the Philistines…encamped in 
Judah…And the men of Judah said, 
“Why have you come up against us?” 
So they answered, “We have come 
up to arrest Samson, to do to him as 
he has done to us.”


Judges 15:9–10 



Then…men of Judah…said to 
Samson, “…What is this you have 
done…?” And he said to them, 

“As they did to me, so I have done 
to them.” 

Ephesians 5:6 



DOING WHAT THEY DID TO ME - is not ok

↳one of those rules teach kids from kindergarten
↳yet sadly, some still live like this all of their lives

↳two wrongs do not make a right

DON’T REPAY EVIL FOR EVIL - never God’s way for you 
↳not really complicated…but is hard to do at times





DO THE RIGHT THING - always

↳always ask…what is the right thing for me to do 
↳be a good man or a good woman…good

HAVE REGARD - be prepared to do good
IN SIGHT OF ALL MEN - what all know as good
↳most often, we know what is good…others do



See that no one renders evil for evil 
to anyone, but always pursue what is 
good both for yourselves and for all.


1 Thessalonians 5:15 



DO THE RIGHT THING

↳always ask…what is the right thing for me to do 
↳be a good man or a good woman…good

HAVE REGARD - be prepared to do good
IN SIGHT OF ALL MEN - what all know as good
↳most often, we know what is good…others do





LIVE PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN - be at peace with
IF IT IS POSSIBLE - it is not always possible



Woe is me…my soul has dwelt too 
long with one who hates peace. 

I am for peace; but when I speak, 
they are for war.


Psalm 120:5–7 



LIVE PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN - be at peace with
IF IT IS POSSIBLE - it is not always possible
AS MUCH AS IT DEPENDS ON YOU
↳you are only responsible for you, your part
↳there is simplicity here, help here, clarity here
↳few, in problem situations, focus thoughts here





BELOVED - here the tender voice in this, love
DO NOT AVENGE YOURSELVES - revenge, justice
GIVE PLACE TO WRATH - don’t be in God’s way
↳what if your “vengeance” keeps God from working 



Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
And do not let your heart be glad 
when he stumbles; Lest the Lord see 
it, and it displease Him, And He turn 
away His wrath from him.


Proverbs 24:17–18 



BELOVED - here the tender voice in this, love
DO NOT AVENGE YOURSELVES - revenge, justice
GIVE PLACE TO WRATH - don’t be in God’s way
↳what if your “vengeance” keeps God from working 

VENGEANCE IS GOD’S - HE WILL BRING VENGEANCE
↳every sin will be dealt with, in His timing, ways
↳no one is “getting away with it”



But I say to you that for every idle 
word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment.


Matthew 12:36 



And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books 
were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. 
And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books.


Revelation 20:12 



BELOVED - here the tender voice in this, love
DO NOT AVENGE YOURSELVES - revenge, justice
GIVE PLACE TO WRATH - don’t be in God’s way
↳what if your “vengeance” keeps God from working 

VENGEANCE IS GOD’S - HE WILL BRING VENGEANCE
↳every sin will be dealt with, in His timing, ways
↳no one is “getting away with it”
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Fall Feasts
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SEP 26TH

Jesus  
Christ’s  

Appearing
Yom Kippur
Second Coming of Jesus

Sukkot
Heaven…forever & ever
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VENGEANCE IS GOD’S - HE WILL BRING VENGEANCE
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DO GOOD TO ENEMIES - not only not avenging… 

IF HUNGRY, THIRST - FEED AND GIVE DRINK

↳doesn’t mean have to be best friends…
↳doesn’t mean have to leave yourself in harms way

↳basic, necessary things…kindness



“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’


Matthew 5:43 



But I say to you, love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you,


Matthew 5:44 



that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven; for He makes His sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.


Matthew 5:45 



DO GOOD TO ENEMIES - not only not avenging… 

IF HUNGRY, THIRST - FEED AND GIVE DRINK

↳doesn’t mean have to be best friends…
↳doesn’t mean have to leave yourself in harms way

↳basic, necessary things…kindness
WILL HEAP COALS OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD - what???
↳not meaning a a type of vengeance, harm
↳might bring to shame, repentance for their evil



So it was, when David had finished 
speaking these words to Saul, that 
Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son 
David?” And Saul lifted up his voice 
and wept.


1 Samuel 24:16 



Then he said to David: “You are more 
righteous than I; for you have 
rewarded me with good, whereas I 
have rewarded you with evil.


1 Samuel 24:17 



And you have shown this day how 
you have dealt well with me; for when 
the Lord delivered me into your hand, 
you did not kill me. For if a man finds 
his enemy, will he let him get away 
safely?


1 Samuel 24:18–19 



Therefore may the Lord reward you 
with good for what you have done to 
me this day. And now I know indeed 
that you shall surely be king, and that 
the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in your hand.


1 Samuel 24:19–20 



“Today, if you will hear His voice, 

Do not harden your hearts.”


Hebrews 4:7 



DO GOOD TO ENEMIES - not only not avenging… 

IF HUNGRY, THIRST - FEED AND GIVE DRINK

↳doesn’t mean have to be best friends…
↳doesn’t mean have to leave yourself in harms way

↳basic, necessary things…kindness
WILL HEAP COALS OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD - what???
↳not meaning a a type of vengeance, harm
↳might bring to shame, repentance for their evil





IN A WAY, SUMS UP THE LAST FIVE POINTS

IN ANOTHER WAY, ENDS 25 CHRISTIAN VIRTUES

↳Don’t be overcome & repay no one evil for evil 
↳Don’t be overcome &  avenge yourselves

↳don’t be overcome…but overcome evil w/good 

↳Do overcome &  seek to do the right thing
↳Do overcome & seek peace, as it depends on you
↳Do overcome & seek to even do good to enemies 



Yet in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who 
loved us.


Romans 8:37 

ὑπερνικάω hupernikáō -  
  hupér-more, and nikáō-to conquer, overcome



“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. 

To him who overcomes I will give…


Revelation 2:7 



IN A WAY, SUMS UP THE LAST FIVE POINTS

IN ANOTHER WAY, ENDS 25 CHRISTIAN VIRTUES

↳Don’t repay no one evil for evil 
↳Don’t avenge yourselves

↳don’t be overcome…but overcome evil w/good 

↳Do seek to do the right thing
↳Do seek to be at peace, as it depends on you
↳Do seek to even do good to enemies 







our PRAYER TEAM 

our PRAYER TEAM 
is available down  
front after service


