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With the Word Bible Commentary

Isaiah 1

Isaiah had access to four different kings, but his great concern
was the spiritual state of the nation and not the political success of
the leaders. There is a place for diplomacy and political action, for
God established human government; but the leaders’ faith must be
in God’s truth and not in man’s schemes.

Outwardly, the nation seemed prosperous and even religious,
but God saw a different picture. His people were rebellious
children, lower than animals (vv. 1-3). They were sick with sin, like
lepers (vv. 4-6), and their “garden city" had become another
Sodom and Gomorrah (vv. 7-9).

Their popular religious meetings were futile and a grief to the
Lord (vv. 10-15). In fact, their religious activities defiled the people
instead of making them clean (wv. 16-20; Matt. 23:25-28). The
wife of Jehovah was now a harlot (v. 21); their treasures were now
cheap (vv. 22-26); and their garden was destined to be destroyed
by fire (vv. 27-31).

Sin breaks God’s heart, cheapens a nation or an individual, and
invites the judgment of God. God graciously offers His forgiveness
if we will repent (vv. 18-20).

The Virtue of Cleanliness
It is good to pray, “Wash me” (Ps. 51:7), but keep in mind that
God says, “Wash yourselves” (Isa. 1:16).
Paul wrote, “Let us cleanse ourselves” (2 Cor. 7:1).
Follow that advice and keep yourself clean!

Exert from “With the Word Bible Commentary”
by Warren Weirsbe
Used by permission from Thomas Nelson Publishers

Personal Reflection:

Which verse(s) from tonight’s section stood out to you the
most? Why?

What is God speaking in this section that grabs your
attention? What is it that God is saying in it?

How do you think God is seeking to have you apply
what He has shown you in those verses?

For Next Week: Isaiah 2




