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With the Word Bible Commentary

Personal Reflection:

ISAIAH 41 Which verse(s) from tonight’s section stood out to you the
most? Why?

As the exiles prepared to return to their land, they looked around,
saw other nations, and were afraid (vv. 1-7). But God was (and is) in
control of the nations, and He raised up Cyrus to do His bidding (vv. 2,
25). The false gods of the nations are no match for the true God of

Israel.
Then the exiles looked at one another and asked, “Are we able to What is God speaking in this section that grabs your
travel to our land and rebuild our nation?” (vv. 8-20). But God gave attention? What is it that God is saying in it?

them assurance: “You are My servant! Fear not, for | am with you! | will
help you!” He can make a toothless worm into a sharp threshing
instrument (v. 15)! He can transform the arid desert into a garden (vv.
17-20).

Finally, they looked ahead and wondered about the future (vv. 21—
29). God knows the future (the idols do not!) and has everything under
control, so there is no need to worry.

As you contemplate your situation and face an unknown future, are

you trusting Him? God’s promise is still “I will help you” (vv. 10, 13, 14), . . _
and He will keep it! How do you think God is seeking to have you apply

what He has shown you in those verses?

Fear Not

The admonition “fear not” is often repeated in Isaiah, backed up
by various reasons why God’s people need not be afraid. God is with us
no matter what the circumstances, and He strengthens us and helps us
no matter what the task (41:10). He holds us as He helps us (41:13—14).

He will not forsake us because He made us and redeemed us,
and we belong to Him (43:1, 5) He was with us before we were born,
and He has a purpose for us to fulfill in this world today (44:2).
How can we be afraid when God'’s words are sure
and He is the Rock of our salvation (44.8)?
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